
 

Minutes of Council Meeting 
City of Minden, Nebraska 
February 6, 2017 
 
The City Council of the City of Minden, Nebraska, met on this day at 6:00 p.m. for the regular session in the Council 
Chambers, pursuant to advance notice of said meeting simultaneously transmitted to all members of the Council and to the 
public as shown by the copy thereof posted in the Minden City Hall, Outside the Minden City Hall, First Bank & Trust Co., 
Minden Exchange Bank & Trust Co., and the Post Office.  A copy of the notice is on file in the office of the City Clerk. 
 
Mayor Griess called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The following City Council members were present: Larry Evans, 
Teresa Sumstine, Bob Carlson, and Roger Jones. The following City Officials were present: Mayor Ted Griess, City 
Administrator Matthew Cederburg and City Clerk Abbey Jordan. The following City Officials were absent: City Attorney Tom 
Lieske. 
 
All proceedings hereinafter were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public. 
 
After roll was called, Mayor Griess led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance. Then Griess made the following 
statement: 
 

“Pursuant to the Open Meetings Act and Public Records Law Requirements a current copy of the Open Meetings Act is 
posted for public inspection on the east wall of the Council Chambers.  In addition, for public inspection, there is located 
on the table to the south of the chairs in the Council Chambers, a copy of the Council packet that was distributed to the 
members of the Council prior to this meeting.  The City Council will take public comments on an agenda item, if it is 
deemed necessary.  Please state your name and address prior to commenting.” 

 
Agenda item #3, Mayoral Announcements. Mayor Griess wanted to welcome the three City employees and the Chairman 
of the Tree Board who were scheduled to speak. 
 
Agenda item #4, The following items were listed under the agenda item “consent agenda” for this meeting:  

a. Consider Approval of Minutes of Previous City Council Meetings 
b. Consider Approval of Bills & Claims for this Council Meeting 
c. Consider Acceptance of Excused Absence of Mayor or Council Member(s) 
d. Consider Reports that are Enclosed in the Council Packets for This Council Meeting 
  

The following bills and claims were submitted for approval under the “consent agenda” and are on file in the office of the 

City Clerk:  

A. Eschliman 46.04, American First Aid & Safety 54.32, Awards Plus 72.00, Awpu 560.47, Big John's Ford, Inc 1203.10, 

Black Hills Energy 1284.53, J. Carter 868.40, City Of Holdrege Landfill 4307.39, City Of Minden 45.00, Consolidated 

Management Co 249.99, Cooperative Producers, Inc. 473.40, C. Melroy 235.00, Data Technologies Inc 303.01, Digital Ally 

605.00, Dutton Lainson Co 201.26, Eagle Eye Express 1949.70, Eakes Office Plus 124.50, Embassy Suites La Vista 

541.80, Emergency Medical Products 381.14, Fastenal Company 57.18, First Bank & Trust Co 15315.54, Fyr-Tek, Inc. 

2283.03, Galls, Llc 70.73, Gpm 46.90, Hd Supply Waterworks, Ltd 1045.87, Insurance Account 25671.00, Intellicom 

Computer Consulting 1255.00, Island Supply Welding Co 25.28, John Deere Financial 676.61, K&K Auto Repair Inc 672.64, 

Ke Co Treas Barb Lynn 4000.00, Keep Nebr. Beautiful 50.00, K. Benson 180.00, Landmark Implement Carquest 781.02, 

Larson Brothers Const 1800.00, Lawson Products, Inc. 140.17, League Of Nebr. Municipalities 375.00, Lieske, Lieske & 



 

Ensz P C, Llo 1494.00, Mason's Market 210.91, Matheson Tri-Gas Inc 128.72, Matt Cederburg 26.70, Municipal Emergency 

Serv 44.99, Mid-Nebraska Aggregate, Inc 437.66, The Minden Courier 173.80, Minden Hardware 526.67, Minden Office 

Supply, Inc 335.57, Minden Rural Fire Dept. 1531.18, Minden Utility Dept. 5442.29, Municipal Supply-Nebraska 416.48, Ne 

Main Street Network Inc 130.00, Nebraska Truck Center 451.38, Nmc, Inc. 1567.66, Ne Public Health Environmental 63.00, 

Olsson Associates 5478.78, Paving Maintenance Supp. Inc 1234.50, Platte Valley Communications 3868.80, R. Layton 

259.60, Raynor Doors Of Ce Ne Inc 658.37, Revenue Bond Payment Account 25018.00, R. Young 455.00, Roy Nelson 

Construction 192.00, Southern Power District 3246.09, Stadler Implement Inc. 115.07, Usa Blue Book 449.70, Verizon 

Wireless 725.01, Village Cleaners Inc 174.62, Wex Bank 3444.56. 

Evans motioned to approve the consent agenda and Carlson seconded.  On roll call, the following voted Aye: Evans, 

Sumstine, Carlson, and Jones.  Motion carried. 

Agenda item #5, National Problem Gambling Month Proclamation for March of 2017. 
 
Mayor Griess read the following proclamation. 
 

PROBLEM GAMBLING AWARENESS MONTH 
 

WHEREAS,  our community is home to individuals and families adversely affected by problem gambling; and 
 
WHEREAS,  compulsive gambling is often hidden from family members, social services and mental health 

professionals; and 
 
WHEREAS,  compulsive gambling often occurs in combination with other disorders such as chemical 

dependency and depression; and 
 
WHEREAS,  it is important to raise awareness of the warning signs of compulsive gamblers and connect them 

with professional help. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Ted Griess, Mayor of Minden, Nebraska, do hereby proclaim March, 2017, as “Problem 
Gambling Awareness Month” and urge citizens to learn more about the consequences of problem gambling. 
  
Date: 2/6/2017       Signed: /s/ Ted Griess 
                                Mayor Ted Griess 
 
Agenda item #6, Treasury Report, December 2016.  
 
Cederburg reviewed the state of the City’s accounts noting the 16% increase in the checking account and the 15% 
decrease in the investment accounts for an overall 5% decrease.  No action was taken. 
 
Agenda Item #7, Presentation of Cemetery Department by Cemetery Superintendent, Ralph Layton. 
 
Layton reviewed his general duties including year round, winter, and summer.  He provided statistics of the number of 
funerals and lot sales for 2014, 2015, and 2016.  The current cemetery fees, which were established in 2012, were reviewed 
along with a graph depicting the cemetery revenues for 2014, 2015, and 2016 from those fees.  It was noted that completed 
projects were bushes and trees along the south property line and east side, road #7, and painting of the shop’s interior. 
 



 

Agenda Item #8, Presentation of Streets, Recycle, Sanitation and Landfill Departments by Streets Superintendent, Chris 
Klahn. 
 
Klahn began his presentation with the Street Dept and discussed necessary street repairs, trimming of street trees, storm 
water drainages, as well as completed streets.  Next was the Sanitation and Recycling departments and the upcoming 
changes.  The City will be changing to weekly recycling pickup, requiring all cardboard to be broken down, mandatory 
bagging of all garbage, and a future possibility of sanitation curbside pickup.  Along with the new changes, will be a few 
minor route changes affecting current Thursday and Friday customers.  Last was the Landfill with the NDEQ Final 
Inspection to be tomorrow, February 7th.  Klahn hopes to also borrow Kearney’s trommel screen to create compost for 
residents.  Also discussed was disposal of trees and branches.  He reviewed the capital budgets for all of his departments. 
 
Agenda Item #9, Presentation of Parks and Recreation Department by Parks Superintendent, Alan Eschliman. 
 
Eschliman provided his general winter duties along with those of the spring, summer, and fall.  Then he reviewed his list of 
projects that have been completed in each park location for the last three calendar years including general maintenance, 
ballfield updates, new playground equipment, and the new building at JC Park.  A graph was provided showing the funds 
received from ACE since 2012, which have been used by Eschliman to update several parks.  He concluded with his capital 
budget needs for the upcoming years. 
 
Agenda Item #10, Consider Rescinding Resolution 1660 for Surplus less than $5,000. 
 
Cederburg stated that the City would like to keep the 1982 Ford F-826 Elliot High Reach Bucket Truck that was declared as 

surplus at the January 18th meeting due to the low minimum bid price.  Carlson motioned to rescind Resolution 1660 and 

Jones seconded.  On roll call, the following voted Aye: Evans, Sumstine, Carlson, and Jones.  Motion carried. 

Agenda Item #11, Consider Approval of Resolution for Surplus less than $5,000. 
 
Jones motioned to approve Resolution 1661 for Surplus less than $5,000 and Sumstine seconded.  On roll call, the 

following voted Aye: Evans, Sumstine, Carlson, and Jones.  Motion carried. 

Agenda Item #12, Presentation on Emerald Ash Borer, Public Safety& LB71, and the Tree Recovery Act by Pat Haight, 
Tree Board Chairman. 
 
Haight stated that he expected Emerald Ash Borer to be in Minden within the next 5-10 years.  Himself and the Tree 
Forester, did a tree assessment and found 96 Ash street trees.  The City’s parks have 28 Ash trees that will need to be 
removed or treated.  Haight said the treatment options must be done annually for the life of the tree, but suggested the City 
start removing some ash trees per year as once the disease enters Minden, then there are specific disposal methods 
required. 
 
Agenda Item #13, Consider Approval of Ordinance amending Sections 35-3 & 35-5, Fireworks from the Municipal Code of 
Minden. 
 
Jones introduced Ordinance No, 1217 for its first reading. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

ORDINANCE NO. 1217 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 35 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF MINDEN, KEARNEY COUNTY, NEBRASKA, 
BY AMENDING SECTIONS 35-3 and 35-5, AS THE SAME RELATES TO FIREWORKS; AND PROVIDING FOR 
PUBLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET FORM. 
 
Sumstine seconded the first reading.  On roll call, the following voted Aye: Evans, Sumstine, Carlson, and Jones.  Motion 

carried. 

Agenda Item #14, Consider Approval of Ordinance amending Section 10-31, definition of a kennel, of the Municipal Code 
of Minden. 
 
There was a discussion about changing the definition of a kennel from three dogs to five dogs. Brandon and Rachelle 
Herrada brought this to council at the last meeting. They suggested there be stipulations with the change such as yard 
cleanliness. They also raised the idea of an excessive dog permit, which would allow an owner to pay a fee, and upon 
inspection of property and well being of the dogs, will be issued the permit to own more than the specified amount of dogs. 
Chief Huff raised concerns about the current amount of animal complaints, and if raising the amount of dogs per home, then 
it would raise the already high amount of animal complaints. Questions were also raised about how the City would enforce 
those that are keeping more than the allowed amount of dogs, and how they would enforce an excessive dog permit if the 
City decided to create one.  A motion was not made.  No action taken. 
 
Agenda Item #15, Discussion of Sections 10-31 through 10-59, Dogs, from the Municipal Code of Minden. 
 
The council discussed the possible changes to the Code, including the removal of language that specifies breed, and 
focuses on a vicious dog and increased fines. Evans stated he would like to change the wording from vicious dog to a dog 
with fierce tendencies, as larger Cities, such as Omaha, are using in their Codes.  No action taken.  
 
Agenda Item #16, Public Comments.  There were no Public Comments made. 
 
Agenda Item #17, Adjournment. 
 
Evans motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m. and Jones seconded.  On roll call, the following voted Aye: Evans, 
Sumstine, Carlson, and Jones.  Meeting adjourned. 
 

/s/ Ted Griess 
           Ted Griess, Mayor 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
/s/ Abbey Jordan 
Abbey Jordan, City Clerk                        
 
 
(SEAL) 

 


