
 

Minutes of Council Meeting 
City of Minden, Nebraska 
November 6, 2017 
 
The City Council of the City of Minden, Nebraska, met on this day at 6:00 p.m. in a regular session in the Council Chambers, 
pursuant to advance notice of said meeting simultaneously transmitted to all members of the Council and to the public as 
shown by the copy thereof posted in the Minden City Hall, Outside the Minden City Hall, First Bank & Trust Co., Minden 
Exchange Bank & Trust Co., and the Post Office.  A copy of the notice is on file in the office of the City Clerk. 
 
Mayor Ted Griess called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The following City Council members were present: Larry Evans, 
Teresa Sumstine, Bob Carlson, and Roger Jones. The following City Officials were present: City Attorney Tom Lieske, Mayor 
Ted Griess, City Administrator Matt Cederburg, and City Clerk Abbey Jordan.  
 
All proceedings hereinafter were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public. 
 
After roll was called, Mayor Griess led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Then Griess made the following statement: 
 

“Pursuant to the Open Meetings Act and Public Records Law Requirements a current copy of the Open Meetings Act is 
posted for public inspection on the east wall of the Council Chambers.  In addition, for public inspection, there is located 
on the table to the south of the chairs in the Council Chambers, a copy of the Council packet that was distributed to the 
members of the Council prior to this meeting.  The City Council will take public comments on an agenda item, if it is 
deemed necessary.  Please state your name and address prior to commenting.” 

 
Agenda Item #3, Mayoral Announcements.  Griess congratulated the girls volleyball team on heading to state.  He 
reminded everyone that there is no school the upcoming Thursday and Friday.  He stated the Veteran’s celebration will be 
held on Monday, Nov 13th.  Griess commended the City Staff for getting the Christmas lights up in the downtown. 
 
Agenda item #4, The following item was listed under the agenda item “consent agenda” for this meeting:  

a. Consider Approval of Minutes of Previous City Council Meetings 
b. Consider Approval of Bills & Claims for this Council Meeting 
c. Consider Acceptance of Excused Absence of Mayor or Council Member(s) 
d. Consider Approval of Olsson Associates letter of agreement for Street Superintendent & Consulting Services. 
e. Consider Reports that are Enclosed in the Council Packets for This Council Meeting 
f. Consider Special Designated Liquor Permit for Saturday, December 16, 2017 from 10:00 AM to 1:00 AM for 

David W. Bunger and Carolyn Bunger d.b.a. Windmill Studios for a wedding reception being held at the 
Kearney County Fairgrounds. 

 
The following bills and claims were submitted for approval under the “consent agenda” and are on file in the office of the 
City Clerk: 
 
Abbey Jordan $167.57, Big John's Ford, Inc $519.94, Black Hills Energy $244.20, Jan Carter $167.30, Charter 
Communications $1,345.85, City Of Minden $45.00, Concrete Industries $2,889.50, Connie Beck $29.85, Core & Main 
$6,924.56, Cozy Corner Cafe $30.00, Curt Lupkes $261.33, Dana F Cole & Company Llp $950.00, Data Technologies Inc 
$11,303.51, Dhhs Public Health Division $345.00, Elliott Equipment Co. $168.33, Emergency Medical Products $979.82, 
Ems Billing $257.35, First Bank & Trust Co $7,209.48, Foremost Promotions $742.76, Fyr-Tek, Inc. $58,853.71, Gary Braun 



 

Electric $342.11, Grayson Tool, Inc $225.00, Hach Company $47.48, Industrial Systems Inc $96.60, Island Supply Welding 
Co $48.80, John Deere Financial $15.52, Ke Co Treas Barb Lynn $4,500.00, Landmark Implement Carquest $422.26, 
Lenny Ginder $206.00, Lieske, Lieske & Ensz P C, Llo $2,633.97, Macqueen Emergency Group $422.46, Mason's Market 
$32.96, Matt Cederburg $90.95, Miller Body Shop Inc. $100.00, The Minden Courier $273.72, Minden Hardware $433.28, 
Minden Office Supply, Inc $1,882.85, Minden Rural Fire Dept. $1,010.01, Minden Utility Dept. $4,140.16, Mower Medic Llc 
$22.92, Municipal Supply-Nebraska $9,254.13, Napa Auto Parts $208.00, Nebraska Dept Of Roads $45.00, Ne Water 
Resources Assoc $105.00, Neenah Foundry Company $175.00, Nmc, Inc. $1,412.59, North Central Laboratories $96.85, 
Ne Public Health Environmental $63.00, Olsson Associates $2,201.56, One Call Concepts Inc $38.46, Penguin 
Management $774.00, Pepsi Cola Of Hastings $109.65, Police Officers Assoc Of Ne $30.00, Revenue Bond Payment 
Account $25,533.00, Richard G. Young $455.00, Southern Power District $3,397.68, St Johns Church $40.00, Stadler 
Implement Inc. $17.18, Sunbelt Rentals, Inc $1,988.00, Ul Llc $2,050.00, Verizon Wireless $805.63, Village Cleaners Inc 
$202.18, Western Pathology Consult Inc $250.00. 
 

Evans motioned to approve the consent agenda and Carlson seconded.  On roll call, the following voted aye: Evans, 
Sumstine, Carlson, and Jones.  Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #5, Consider Approval of Water Treatment Plant water meter, bypass water line, and fire hydrant replacement 
for approximately $41,750. 
 
Utilities Superintendent, Ryan Hurst, stated that the Dept of Health and Human services requires the City to meter the water 
amount that is treated and supplied to the public.  The current meter hasn’t worked for the past 6 months but the NE DHHS 
has allowed the City to average the water usage.  Hurst recommends hiring Carkoski Construction to change the meter.  
During the change out of the meter, water will not be able to be pumped to town.  Hurst stated that the water towers will 
have an ample supply for the community during the downtime.  Hurst also suggested putting in a bypass line for the next 
time that the meter needs repaired or replaced, to allow the city to pump water to town during any future change outs.  The 
project would also include replacing a fire hydrant near the plant. 
 
Jones motioned to approve the Water Treatment Plant water meter, bypass water line, and fire hydrant replacement for 
approximately $41,750.  Carlson seconded.  Water Treatment Plant water meter, bypass water line, and fire hydrant 
replacement for approximately $41,750. 
 
Agenda Item #6, Consider Approval of Water Treatment Plant fluoride feed revisions for approximately $6,135. 
 
Hurst believes there will be approximately a $1000 savings in chemical purchase by switching to an already mixed fluoride 
solution rather than continuing with the current dry sodium fluoride powder that the utilities staff has to measure and agitate 
to the appropriate percentage.  The Dept of Health and Human services requires any chemical changes to be engineered. 
With the savings, the estimated payback of the project was 5.2 years. 
 
Evans motioned to approve the Water Treatment Plant fluoride feed revisions and Sumstine seconded.  On roll call, the 
following voted aye: Evans, Sumstine, Carlson, and Jones.  Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #7, Consider Approval of Olsson Associates Amendment #1 for $3,635 for the WTP fluoride feed engineering 
and $4,940 for the WWTP blower engineering. 
 
Hurst reviewed the function and technology of the three positive displacement blowers at the WWTP.  To properly treat the 
sewage prior to discharge back to the receiving streams, dissolved oxygen must be added which is the function of the 
blowers.  He stated that the current blowers were 18 years old, installed as part of the 1999 WWTP renovation project.  He 



 

went on to state that one of the blowers was failing due to a bearing going out.  With advancements in technology, before 
replacing the bad blower, Hurst would like to have Olsson Associates review the engineering of the three blowers, looking 
for energy savings with the installation of VFD’s with the blowers, as the current blowers operate 100% of the time. 
 
Evans motioned to approve Olsson Associates Amendment #1 and Sumstine seconded.  On roll call, the following voted 
aye: Evans, Sumstine, Carlson, and Jones.  Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #8, Consider Approval of Purchase of Caterpillar Backhoe for $107,970 for the Water Department. 
 
Hurst shared his safety concerns with the current equipment and the need his departments have to dig at depths deeper 
than the City’s equipment can do.  Street Superintendent, Chris Klahn, also stated that the current backhoe which was 
purchased in 1993 has hydraulic and power problems. 
 
Kyle Larson, Caterpillar, reminded the council and mayor that this purchase is a long-term purchase and taking care of the 
City for years to come.  For repairs, a tech is in Kenesaw and a repairs location in Doniphan.  The quote provided includes 
everything the City would need for jobs across all departments including a bucket, hammer/concrete breaker, a compaction 
wheel. 
 
Carlson motioned to approve the purchase of Caterpillar Backhoe for $107,970 and Jones seconded.  On roll call, the 
following voted aye: Evans, Sumstine, Carlson, and Jones.  Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #9, Consider approval of Employee Appreciation certificates for a turkey or ham from Mason’s Market. 

Sumstine motioned to approve the Employee Appreciation certificates for a turkey or ham and Evans seconded.  On roll 
call, the following voted aye: Evans, Sumstine, Carlson, and Jones.  Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #10, Consider Approval of Purchase of 2 air packs for the Fire Dept for $14,141.68. 
 
Jones motioned to approve the purchase of 2 air packs for the Fire Dept and Evans seconded.  On roll call, the following 
voted aye: Evans, Sumstine, Carlson, and Jones.  Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #11, Consider Approval of an Ordinance amending Section 14-51, Adoption of the International Building 
Code, of the Minden Municipal Code.  Cederburg stated that section 903.2.11.1 of the IBC requires that an automatic 
sprinkler system be installed throughout all stories where the floor area exceeds 1,500 square feet and without proper 
exterior wall openings.  
 
Item was tabled.  No action taken. 
 
Agenda Item #12, Consider Approval of Preliminary Plat for the Minden West Estates Fourth Subdivision in Kearney 
County, Nebraska; A replat of Lots 1 and 2, Minden West Estates Third Subdivision located in part of the South Half (S 1/2) 
of Section Twelve (12), Township Six (6) North, Range Fifteen (15) West of the 6th p.m., Kearney County, Nebraska. 
 
Jones motioned to approve the Preliminary Plat for the Minden West Estates Fourth Subdivision and Carlson seconded.  On 
roll call, the following voted aye: Evans, Sumstine, Carlson, and Jones.  Motion carried. 



 

Agenda Item #13, Consider Approval of Final Plat for the Minden West Estates Fourth Subdivision in Kearney County, 
Nebraska; A replat of Lots 1 and 2, Minden West Estates Third Subdivision located in part of the South Half (S 1/2) of 
Section Twelve (12), Township Six (6) North, Range Fifteen (15) West of the 6th p.m., Kearney County, Nebraska. 
 
Carlson motioned to approve the Final Plat for the Minden West Estates Fourth Subdivision and Sumstine seconded.  On 
roll call, the following voted aye: Evans, Sumstine, Carlson, and Jones.  Motion carried. 

Agenda Item #14, Public Comments.   
 
Police Chief, James Huff, stated that the recent drug take back event collected 22lbs of prescription medications. 
 
Agenda Item #15, Adjournment.  
 
Jones motioned to adjourn the meeting at 6:50 p.m. and Evans seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Evans, 
Sumstine, Carlson, and Jones. Meeting adjourned. 
 

/s/ Ted Griess 
           Ted Griess, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
/s/ Abbey Jordan 
Abbey Jordan, City Clerk  
                       
(SEAL) 


