
 
Minutes of Council Meeting 
City of Minden, Nebraska 
June 1, 2020 
 
The City Council of the City of Minden, Nebraska, met on this day at 6:00 p.m. in a regular session via Zoom per Governor Rickett’s 
Executive Order No. 20-003, pursuant to advance notice of said meeting simultaneously transmitted to all members of the Council and 
to the public as shown by the copy thereof posted in the Minden City Hall, Outside the Minden City Hall, First Bank & Trust Co., Minden 
Exchange Bank & Trust Co., and the Post Office.  A copy of the notice is on file in the office of the City Clerk. 
 
Mayor Griess called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The following City Council members were present: Larry Evans, Teresa Sumstine, 
Bob Carlson, and Roger Jones.  The following City Officials were present: Mayor Ted Griess, City Administrator Matt Cederburg, City 
Attorney Tom Lieske, and City Clerk Abbey Jordan.   
 
All proceedings hereinafter were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public. 
 
After roll was called, Mayor Griess led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Then Griess made the following statement: 
 

“Pursuant to the Open Meetings Act and Public Records Law Requirements a current copy of the Open Meetings Act is posted for 
public inspection on the east wall of the Council Chambers.  In addition, for public inspection, there is located on the table to the 
south of the chairs in the Council Chambers, a copy of the Council packet that was distributed to the members of the Council prior 
to this meeting.  The City Council will take public comments on an agenda item if it is deemed necessary.  Please state your name 
and address prior to commenting.” 

 
Agenda Item #3, Mayoral Announcements. Griess thanked those 705 people who responded to the survey about opening various City 
locations and activities.  The vast majority were in favor of all items opening! 
 
Agenda item #4, The following items were listed under the agenda item “consent agenda” for this meeting:  

a. Consider Approval of Minutes of Previous City Council Meetings 
b. Consider Approval of Bills & Claims for this Council Meeting 
c. Consider Acceptance of Excused Absence of Mayor or Council Member(s). 
d. Consider Reports that are Enclosed in the Council Packets for This Council Meeting 

 
The following bills and claims were submitted for approval under the “consent agenda” and are on file in the office of the City Clerk: 
 
911 Custom 873.97, A. Jordan 16.11,Bnsf Railway Co. 2643.37, B. Butler 715.00, Carrot Top Industries 490.33, Chemsearch 759.97, 
Core & Main Lp 5994.96, C. Lupkes 69.98, Electric Pump 602.16, Elliott Equipment Co. 288.00, Figgins Construction Inc 2175.00 F irst 
Bank & Trust Co 4874.16, Gangwish Turf 411.08, Hawkins Water Treatment 2978.29, Benson Tree Service 750.00, Carter Electric 
68.00, Cornerstone Electric 38492.10, John Deere Financial 226.89, Ke Co Court 49.00, Ke Co Treasurer 5100.00, Lieske, Lieske & 
Ensz P. C., Llo 3521.15, Mason's Market 27.39, M. Cederburg 38.75,Minden Exchange Bank & Trust C 6654.13, Minden Lumber & 
Concrete Co. 721.23, Minden Utility Dept. 1922.29, Municipal Supply-Nebraska 1219.43, Nebraska Rural Water Assoc. 225.00, Nphe 
18.00, Olsson Associates 11439.78, Presto X Co. 112.00, Rdo Truck Center 67.36, The Minden Courier 117.75, Verizon Wireless 
689.48, Ward Laboratories, Inc 222.00, Wpci 108.50. 
 
Evans motioned to approve the consent agenda and Carlson seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Evans, Sumstine, 
Carlson, and Jones.  
 
Agenda Item #5, Consider Approval of Payment for the Water Treatment Plant Electrical Upgrades to Cornerstone Electric in the 
amount of $38,492.10. 
 



 
Jones motioned to approve the payment for the Water Treatment Plant Electrical Upgrades to Cornerstone Electric in the amount of 
$38,492.10 and Sumstine seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Evans, Sumstine, Carlson, Jones. Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #6, Consider Opening of City services and activities: 

a. Opening of City Hall 
b. Opening Jensen Memorial Library 
c. Opening Minden Public Swimming Pool 
d. Opening of Public Bathrooms at City Parks 
e. Sporting Activities on City Fields 
f. Resuming Residential Curb-Side Recycling 
g. July 4th Independence Day Fireworks Celebration 

 
Item #6a: The discussion started with the opening of City Hall.  Cederburg stated that a plexiglass barrier would be installed with an 
expected opening date of June 15th.  Jones motioned to approve the opening of City Hall one June 15th or when the plexiglass barrier is 
installed. Sumstine seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Evans, Sumstine, Carlson, and Jones.  
 
Item #6b: Sumstine motioned to approve the opening of the Jensen Memorial Library on Wednesday, June 3rd. Evans seconded. On 
roll call, the following voted aye: Evans, Sumstine, Carlson, and Jones. 
 
Item #6c: There was considerable discussion about opening the pool.  Jayleen Landstrom, pool manager, stated that the DHMs have 
changed to allow 25 people at an outdoor facility with groups of 6 allowed.  Several area pools are also opening such as Axtell, Wilcox, 
Holdrege YMCA, Elwood, and Lexington.  Griess shared his concerns of supervising 25 people for pool safety and social distancing.  
Lieske addressed the liability of the City.  Current liability is limited by the political subdivision tort claims act.  The burden of proof goes 
to the plaintiff to prove that he/she contracted COVID-19 at the pool or any other City facility.  It would be very difficult to prove.  If 
protocols are followed, then the City’s liability should be very minimal.  A waiver will help, but does not remove liability of negligence.  
Lieske suggested having a cleaning checklist and posting signs of any guidelines. 
 
Kendra Brown, 1177 L Road, chief nursing officer at KCHS, stated that there is a very low risk of transmission of COVID-19 from 
surfaces.  Sunlight kills the virus in a matter of minutes.  Cederburg stated that the pool could be open in approximately 2 weeks!  
 
Dr. Doug Althouse, family physician at KCHS stated that there is a very low risk of transmission by contact of surfaces.  The risk is 
even lower with the chlorine and direct sunlight. 
 
Sumstine motioned to approve the opening of the Minden Swimming Pool on June 15th with the modified pool procedures with flexibility 
in the opening date and procedures as needed by staff. Evans seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Evans, Sumstine, 
Carlson, and Jones. 
 
Item #6d: For the park bathrooms, Cederburg stated that a uniform sign stating COVID-19 advisory will be posted outside each City 
facility.  Sanitization would be once a day.  Ball organizations would also be wiping down the bathrooms between groups and games.  
Carlson requested to discuss this after sporting activities, Item #6e. 
 
Item #6e: Joe Anderson, with the Minden Area Sports Commission, stated that all participants will be signing the participant release.  
Lieske reviewed the relationship between the City, Airport Authority, and the Legion Post #64.  Cederburg stated that both MASC and 
the Legion will list the City of Minden as an additional insured.   
 
Dave Thompson, spoke for the Legion teams.  His teams will be following the guidelines that were provided to the council.  Both the 
Legion and MASC will be sanitizing the bathrooms every 2 hours per Rickett’s baseball guidelines. 
 
Sumstine motioned to approve sporting activities on City Fields and Jones seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Evans, 
Sumstine, Carlson, and Jones. 
 



 
Item #6d: Carlson motioned to approve the opening of the Park Bathrooms with the date to be determined by City staff. Sumstine 
seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Evans, Sumstine, Carlson, and Jones. 
 
Item #6f: Cederburg stated that there would be a soft opening starting with the recycle trailers being available 2 days a week for the 
next 6 weeks.  Then curbside pickup will resume mid-July.  The purpose is to allow residents to starting getting their large volume of 
recycle to the City and to not overwhelm the employees.  Jones motioned to resume residential recycling as proposed in the memo and 
Sumstine seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Evans, Sumstine, Carlson, and Jones. 
 
Item #6g: Kathi Schutz, Minden Chamber of Commerce director stated that no procedures have been developed.  She was recently 
made aware that such an event would require an event plan to be filed with the Two Rivers Public Health District.  Schutz also stated 
that no surrounding communities are having a fireworks show, so there is potential for a huge crowd. The deposit paid for this year 
could be used for next year’s show if cancelled.  Cederburg stated that procedure would be needed for the police department.  
Cederburg suggested that the Chamber review their plans with the City’s police chief after the Chamber’s meeting on Wed.  No action 
was taken on the July 4th Independence Day Fireworks Celebration. 
 
Agenda Item #7, Public Comments.  No public comments were made. 

Agenda Item #8, Adjournment.  Evans motioned to adjourn at 7:42 pm and Jones seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: 
Evans, Sumstine, Carlson, Jones.  Meeting adjourned. 
 
        ______________________ 

           Ted Griess, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________ 
Abbey Jordan, City Clerk  
 
(SEAL) 


