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Minutes of Council Meeting 
City of Minden, Nebraska 
February 6, 2023 
 
The City Council of the City of Minden, Nebraska, met on this day at 6:00 p.m. in regular session in the Council Chambers, pursuant to 
advance notice of said meeting simultaneously transmitted to all members of the Council and to the public as shown by the copy 
thereof posted in the Minden City Hall, Outside the Minden City Hall, First Bank & Trust Co., Minden Exchange Bank & Trust Co., and 
the Post Office.  A copy of the notice is on file in the office of the City Clerk. 
 
Mayor Evans called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The following City Council members were present: Jarvis Kring, Teresa Sumstine, 
Jack Yant and Alyssa Schneider. The following City Officials were present: Mayor Larry Evans, City Attorney Andrew Olson, and City 
Clerk Abbey Jordan.    
 
All proceedings hereinafter were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public. 
 
After roll was called, Evans led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Then Evans made the following statement: 

 
“Pursuant to the Open Meetings Act and Public Records Law Requirements a current copy of the Open Meetings Act is 
posted for public inspection on the east wall of the Council Chambers.  In addition, for public inspection, there is located on 
the table to the south of the chairs in the Council Chambers, a copy of the Council packet that was distributed to the members 
of the Council prior to this meeting. 
 
The City Council will take public comments on an agenda item, if it is deemed necessary.  Please state your name and 
address prior to commenting.” 
 

Agenda Item #3, Council Announcements. Sumstine congratulated the girls wrestling team on their districts performance.  Yant 
announced the library will be hosting a Newspaper Archives Database Overview on February 15th at 5 p.m.  Evans congratulated the 
girls’ basketball team.  Evans was very proud of all of the students for all of the activities they do and still get their schoolwork done.  
Evans reminded all the next meeting is on Tuesday, February 21st.  Evans thanked the street department for their snow removal efforts 
as it’s been much better than several communities. 
 
Agenda item #4, The following items were listed under the agenda item “consent agenda” for this meeting:  

a. Consider Approval of Minutes of Previous City Council Meetings  
b. Consider Approval of Bills & Claims for this Council Meeting excluding the Police Department  
c. Consider Acceptance of Excused Absence of Mayor or Council Member(s)  
d. Consider Reports that are Enclosed in the Council Packets for This Council Meeting  

 
A. Jordan--Supplies 50.41, Amazon Capital Services--Supplies 311.03, Aqua Aerobic Systems Inc--Supplies 757.20, Aurora 
Cooperative--Gas 32.22, Black Hills Energy--Utilities 1,797.83, Central Community College--Training 300.00, City Of Minden--Supplies 
26.00, Core & Main Lp--Supplies 8,948.74, D. Fischer--Training 465.40, Dier, Osborn & Cox, P.C., L.L.O--Legal 750.00, Dollar 
General-Regions 410526--Supplies 39.50, F. Rogers--Cleaning 645.00, Fyr-Tek, Inc.--Supplies 458.16, Great Plains Communications--
Phone/Internet 146.23, Hawkins Water Treatment--Chemical 2,149.38, Innovative Pharmacists, Inc.--Medical 365.70, J. Carter--
Repairs 2,045.30, Jims Ok Tire Minden Llc--Repairs 106.50, John Deere Financial--Repairs 85.12, Ke Co Treasurer--Fees 5,516.66, 
Landmark Implement Carquest--Repairs 769.37, Macqueen Emergency Group--Repairs 10,181.67, Mason's Market--Supplies 256.74, 
Matheson Tri-Gas Inc--Supplies 171.21, M. Todd & Company, Inc.--Supplies 96.68, Mid Plains Community College--Training 280.00, 
Midwest Connect--Supplies 60.00, Minden Exchange Bank & Trust C--Financing 6,050.40, Minden Hardware--Supplies 232.14, 
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Minden Office Supply, Inc--Supplies 2,340.06, Minden Rural Fire Dept.--Fees 6,281.36, Minden Utility Dept.--Utilities 4,987.81, 
Municipal Supply-Nebraska--Supplies 46.75, Napa Auto Parts--Repairs 442.12, Neenah Foundry Company--Infrastructure Repair 
182.76, Nmc, Inc.--Repairs 237.52, Nphe--Fees 18.00, Olsson Associates--Tech/Engineering 18,233.59, Productivity Plus Account--
Repairs 47.55, Raynor Doors Of Ce Ne Inc--Repairs 1,099.00, Siteone Landscape Supply Holding, Llc--Repairs 190.67, Southern 
Power District--Utilities 97.02, Stryker Sales Corp--Fees 1,335.00, Syndicate Publishing, Llc--Printing 204.54, The Lockmobile Inc.--
Fees 633.00, T. Beck--Supplies 2,267.30, Travelers--Insurance 34.00, Verizon Wireless--Utilities 627.85, Village Cleaners Inc--
Cleaning 151.27, Wpci--Fees 458.00, 1-27-23 Payroll $54,835.36. 
 
Evans noted that Ted Griess is being reappointed as the City Forester.  Yant expressed concern about motion of agenda item #12 of 
the previous minutes and wished to remove it from the minutes as Kring shouldn’t have seconded the motion.  Jordan stated it couldn’t 
be removed as the minutes are a record of what happened and can’t be changed.  Sumstine asked Olson what should be done?  
Olson replied the agenda item was to amend the current holidays.  The motion was to make no changes and therefore nothing 
changed.  The motion doesn’t need to be rescinded or redone. 
 
Sumstine motioned to approve the consent agenda and Yant seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Kring, Sumstine, Yant and 
Schneider. Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #5, Consider Approval of Police Department’s Bills & Claims for this Council Meeting. 
 
Yant motioned to approve the Police Department’s Bills & Claims for this Council Meeting and Schneider seconded. On roll call, the 
following voted aye: Sumstine, Yant and Schneider. Abstain: Kring. Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #6, Public Forum 
 
David Bunger inquired if the street department will be cleaning the alleys in the commercial areas.   The businesses have dumpsters in 
the alleys and have delivery trucks in the alleys too. 
 
Agenda Item #9, Consider Approval of Ordinance Amending Section 70-52, Permanent; temporary; penalty, to the Minden Municipal 
Code concerning Sidewalk Obstructions, First Reading. 
 
Kevin Krull, downtown business owner, is in favor of this amendment.  Krull would like to have the Right-of-Way use Agreement tied to 
the property owner and not the business owner.   
 
Yant introduced Ordinance 1275 for its first reading. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 1275 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 70, ARTICLE III, OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF MINDEN, 
KEARNEY COUNTY, NEBRASKA, BY AMENDING SECTION 70-52, AS THE SAME RELATES TO SIDEWALK 
OBSTRUCTIONS WITHIN THE CITY OF MINDEN, KEARNEY COUNTY, NEBRASKA; AND PROVIDING FOR THE 
PUBLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET FORM. 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MINDEN, KEARNEY COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA. 
 
Section 1.   That Section 70-52 be amended in the Municipal Code of the City of Minden, Kearney County, Nebraska, 
to read as follows: 
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Section 70-52.  Permanent; temporary; penalty. 
 
(a) Permanent. It shall be unlawful for any person within the city to erect or maintain any building or structure, 
including plants or planters of any kind, in such manner as to be unsafe, injurious or annoying to the public, or to 
allow any obstructions which are hanging or overlapping the sidewalk which cause pedestrians to alter their forward 
progress, or to allow any sidewalk, curbstone, gutter, awning or awning posts to be placed or remain in a dangerous 
condition or to place or allow to remain on any sidewalk or street any obstruction injurious to the public use of the 
streets and sidewalks. Any such obstruction shall be positioned so that there remains a minimum unified 
unobstructed space of 60 percent of the total sidewalk space between the obstruction and the face of the building 
and further provided that there remains unobstructed a minimum of three feet between the curb and the obstruction, 
and further, if any obstacle is placed against the face of a building the obstacle may not extend more than two feet 
from the face of the building while meeting the requirements of this section. Any sidewalk beautification project not 
complying with these guidelines shall be submitted to the city council for approval. 
 
(b) Temporary obstructions in sidewalk space. It shall be unlawful for any person within the city to erect, maintain or 
allow to remain on any public sidewalk, or on any portion of the area between the lot line and curbline of any street, 
any stand, vehicle, merchandise, machinery or any other obstruction injurious to, inconvenient to or inconsistent with 
the public use of that area; provided that a reasonable time be allowed to remove goods, wares and merchandise 
being received and shipped; and further provided that any merchant may occupy sidewalk space for the purpose of 
conducting sales from the sidewalk area and displaying goods thereon; and may occupy sidewalk space for customer 
seating, subject to the following: 
 
(1) The merchant may place tables, racks, wares and displays of merchandise, extending outward from his business 

premises onto the public sidewalk, so long as at least the outer four feet in width of the sidewalk remains 
unobstructed at all times, to allow normal pedestrian use. 

 
(2)   For outdoor seating areas, the merchant must complete a Right-of-Way Use Agreement with the City of Minden 

to be approved by the City Council of the City of Minden following all requirements set forth in the agreement. 
 
(3)   The merchant may not delegate, assign, rent, lease or sell this privilege to others. 
 
(c)   Penalty. Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this section shall, on conviction thereof, be fined in 

any sum not to exceed $100.00 for each and every offense, pay costs of prosecution and shall stand committed 
until such fine and costs are paid. 

 
(d)   Exceptions. The city council may grant exceptions to the prohibitions of this article on a case-by-case basis. 
  
Source:   C.O. Ord No. 1275, 2/06/2023. 
 
Section 2.  That any other ordinance or section passed and approved prior to the passage, approval and publication 
or posting of this ordinance and in conflict with its provisions is hereby repealed. 
 
Section 3.  This ordinance shall be known as Ordinance No. 1275 and shall be in full force and effect from and after 
its passage, approval and publication according to law. 
 
Passed and approved this 6th day of February, 2023. 
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/s/ Larry Evans 
            Larry Evans, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
/s/ Abbey Jordan 
Abbey Jordan, City Clerk 
(SEAL) 
 

Schneider seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Kring, Sumstine, Yant, and Schneider. Motion carried. 
 
Schneider motioned to waive the three readings and Yant seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Kring, Sumstine, Yant, and 
Schneider. Motion carried. 
 
Schneider motioned to adopt Ordinance 1275 by title and Sumstine seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Kring, Sumstine, 
Yant, and Schneider. Motion carried. 

 
Agenda Item #10, Consider Approval of the Right-Of-Way Use Agreement for Seating Areas. 
 
Schneider clarified the requirement for a four-foot pathway for pedestrians.  Jordan replied there must be a four-foot open pathway with 
no obstructions for pedestrians and ADA accessibility between the seating area and curb. 
 
Yant motioned to approve the Right-Of-Way Use Agreement for Seating Areas and Schneider seconded. On roll call, the following 
voted aye: Kring, Sumstine, Yant and Schneider. Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #7, Reading of the Problem Gambling Awareness Month Proclamation. 
 
Evans read the following proclamation. 
 

MARCH PROBLEM GAMBLING AWARENESS MONTH 
 
WHEREAS,  there are individuals and families in our community adversely affected by problem gambling; and 
 
WHEREAS,  compulsive gambling is often hidden from family members, social services and mental health professionals; and 
 
WHEREAS,  compulsive gambling often occurs in combination with other disorders such as chemical dependency and depression; 
and 
 
WHEREAS,  it is important to raise awareness of the warning signs of compulsive gamblers and connect them with professional 
help. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Larry Evans, Mayor of City of Minden, Nebraska, do hereby proclaim March 2023, as “Problem Gambling 
Awareness Month” and urge citizens to learn more about the consequences of problem gambling and help available through the 
Nebraska Gamblers Assistance Program. 
 
Date: 2-6-2023        Signed: /s/ Larry Evans 
                   Mayor Larry Evans 
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Agenda Item #8, Discussion and Action on Façade Loan Forgiveness of the last 12 payments for 345 N. Colorado and 347 N. 
Colorado by John and Shelley Biever for a total of $3,334.70, per Agenda Item Request. 
 
Jordan provided a background on the loans.  The City received a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) to create a plan for the 
downtown area.  The second CDBG grant was for downtown improvements including the sidewalk on the west side, curb, gutters; ADA 
ramps around the entire square and fire hydrant replacements.  The grant also included a façade improvement program the businesses 
could apply for.  The CDBG grant covered 50% of the façade improvements as a forgivable loan.  The business owner had to cover 
50% of the improvements which could be a low interest loan from the City.  The Bievers did get a loan from the City for each parcel. 
 
Sumstine asked if a reason was provided for the forgiveness request?  Evans stated a reason was not provided. 
 
Yant motioned to not forgive the Façade Loan Forgiveness for 325 N Colorado and 347 N Colorado and Kring seconded. On roll call, 
the following voted aye: Kring, Sumstine, Yant and Schneider. Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #11, Consider Approval of Ordinance Adding Section 82-104, Standing or Parking near Mailbox Restricted, to the 
Minden Municipal Code, First Reading. 
 
Kring stated the police department has no authority over vehicles blocking mailboxes as there is no state statute or city ordinance in 
place concerning this.  The proposed ordinance would give the police department authority to ask the vehicle owner to move the 
vehicle or even tow it. 
 
Dustin Schutt, USPS, stated there are areas where the mailman walks the route.  The USPS trucks do not have a rear window and 
therefore are not allowed to back up.  Mindy Walsh, 107 N Nebraska, stated her daughter needs medications that come in the mail.  
The neighbor has multiple vehicles that park in the street and block mailboxes mostly on the weekends. 
 
Yant introduced Ordinance 1276 for its first reading. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 1276 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 82, ARTICLE V, OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF MINDEN, 
KEARNEY COUNTY, NEBRASKA, BY ADDING SECTION 82-104, AS THE SAME RELATES TO PARKING WITHIN 
THE CITY OF MINDEN, KEARNEY COUNTY, NEBRASKA; AND PROVIDING FOR THE PUBLICATION OF THIS 
ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET FORM. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MINDEN, KEARNEY COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA. 
 
Section 1.   That Section 82-104 be added to the Municipal Code of the City of Minden, Kearney County, Nebraska, 
to read as follows: 
 
Section 82-104.  Standing or Parking near Mailbox Restricted. 
 
(a) Except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic, to comply with law or the directions of a peace officer 

or official traffic control device, or to momentarily pick up or discharge passengers, no vehicle shall be stopped 
or parked, whether occupied or not, within 15 feet of a public or private curb mailbox between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

(b)  Any vehicle stopped or parked in violation of this section is declared to be a nuisance which interferes with the 
delivery by the United States Postal Service at any curbside mailbox and any police officer may remove or cause 
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to be removed any such vehicle by means of towing or may require the driver or owner to remove such vehicle 
off the street. 

 
Source:   C.O. Ord No. 1276, 02/06/2023. 
 
Section 2.  That any other ordinance or section passed and approved prior to the passage, approval and publication 
or posting of this ordinance and in conflict with its provisions is hereby repealed. 
 
Section 3.  This ordinance shall be known as Ordinance No. 1276 and shall be in full force and effect from and after 
its passage, approval and publication according to law. 
 
Passed and approved this 6th day of February, 2023. 
 
                                        /s/ Larry Evans 
                                             Larry Evans, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
/s/ Abbey Jordan 
Abbey Jordan, City Clerk 
(SEAL) 
 

Schneider seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Kring, Sumstine, Yant, and Schneider. Motion carried. 
 
Schneider motioned to waive the three readings and Yant seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Kring, Sumstine, Yant, and 
Schneider. Motion carried. 
 
Schneider motioned to adopt Ordinance 1276 by title and Sumstine seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Kring, Sumstine, 
Yant, and Schneider. Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #12, Consider Approval for the Electrical Portion of the Water Treatment Plant’s Discharge De-Chlorination Process for 
approximately $11,686 to be done by Cornerstone Electric. 
 
Evans stated the provided picture shows the proposed new cabinet configuration for the new equipment.  Jordan stated the city does a 
backwash of the plant every 2-5 days and the water goes down the creek.  The prior Utilities Superintendent sought a permit for this 
water going down the creek.  The state denied it and had a solution that would cost the city $1.2 million.  Matt Cederburg, previous City 
Administrator pursued a cheaper solution and got the state to agree to the de-chlorination process before discharging.   
 
Pete Marshall, Cemetery Superintendent and Utilities Worker, stated that once the discharge water exceeds the allowable chlorine 
limits, the City will have to do something else. 
 
Yant motioned to approve the Electrical Portion of the Water Treatment Plant’s Discharge De-Chlorination Process and Sumstine 
seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Kring, Sumstine, Yant and Schneider. Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #13, Consider Approval of Memorandum of Understanding with the Nebraska Commission on Law Enforcement and 
Criminal Justice Information System (Crime Commission) on behalf of the CJIS Advisory Committee to make Electronic Information 
available to the City Attorney. 
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Olson explained he needs access to information to prosecute criminal cases on the City’s behalf.  The MOU sets out the rules for the 
information obtained. 
 
Sumstine motioned to approve the Memorandum of Understanding with the Nebraska Commission on Law Enforcement and Criminal 
Justice Information System and Schneider seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Kring, Sumstine, Yant and Schneider. 
Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #14, Consider Approval of Certificate of Payment #2 in the Amount of $57,706.79 to Werner Construction for Minden 
West Estates Phase II. 
 
Kring motioned to approve the Certificate of Payment #2 to Werner Construction and Sumstine seconded. On roll call, the following 
voted aye: Kring, Sumstine, Yant and Schneider. Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #15, Consider Renewal of the 2023 Maintenance Agreement with the State of Nebraska for Highway Surface 
Maintenance and Snow Removal during Jan 1-Dec 31, 2023. 
 
Jordan stated this is an annual agreement between the City and the State.  The State is responsible for the highway maintenance in 
the city limits, but pays the City to handle it.  The City is responsible for snow removal on the highways within the city limits, but pays 
the state for this service.  After reviewing the two payments, the state ends up paying the City. 
 
Yant motioned to renew the 2023 Maintenance Agreement with the State of Nebraska for Highway Surface Maintenance and Snow 
Removal and Sumstine seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Kring, Sumstine, Yant and Schneider. Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #16, Consider Approval of Sprinklers, Spraying, and Hydro Seeding of Chautauqua Park by Benjamin’s Landscaping Co. 
for $27,000. 
 
Schneider motioned to approve the Sprinklers, Spraying, and Hydro Seeding of Chautauqua Park by Benjamin’s Landscaping Co. for 
$27,000.  Sumstine seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Kring, Sumstine, Yant and Schneider. Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #17, Consider Approval of Sprinklers, Spraying, Ground Preparation and Hydro Seeding of the Islands to the east of 
Chautauqua Park by Benjamin’s Landscaping Co. for $10,000 and Boring of Sprinkler Pine from Chautauqua Park to the Islands by 
Hersh Digging, Inc. for $3,757.50. 
 
Yant motioned to approve the of Sprinklers, Spraying, Ground Preparation and Hydro Seeding of the Islands to the east of Chautauqua 
Park by Benjamin’s Landscaping Co. for $10,000 and Boring of Sprinkler Pine from Chautauqua Park to the Islands by Hersh Digging, 
Inc. for $3,757.50 and Kring seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Kring, Sumstine, Yant and Schneider. Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #18, Discussion of an Employee Pay Plan. 
 
Evans stated the Employee Manual section 6 references an employee pay plan.  The provided plan is a draft for review.  Information 
has been taken from Holdrege, Beatrice, and Kearney.  The plan starts with the 2023 minimum wage.  The proposed pay plan has a 
3% difference between steps.  The pay plan would be adjusted as cost of living increases are given and as the minimum wage goes 
up. 
 
All employees will be evaluated and that will lead to increases in pay that would follow the steps.  The job descriptions would list the 
starting pay step which could change depending upon evaluations and certifications. 
 
No action taken. 
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Agenda Item #19, Discussion on Hiring of Additional Police Officer to be assigned to Minden Public Schools. 
 
Yant motioned to enter closed session at 7:25 pm and Schneider seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Kring, Sumstine, Yant 
and Schneider. Motion carried. 
 
Yant motioned to exit closed session at 7:39 pm and Kring seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Kring, Sumstine, Yant and 
Schneider. Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #20, Adjournment 
 
Yant motioned to adjourn at 7:39 pm and Sumstine seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Kring, Sumstine, Yant and 
Schneider. Motion carried. 
 
      
       /s/ Larry Evans 
       Larry Evans, Mayor 
Attest: 
 
 
/s/ Abbey Jordan 
Abbey Jordan, City Clerk 
 
(SEAL) 


