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Minutes of Council Meeting 
City of Minden, Nebraska 
October 2, 2023 
 
The City Council of the City of Minden, Nebraska, met on this day at 6:00 p.m. in regular session in the Council Chambers, pursuant to 
advance notice of said meeting simultaneously transmitted to all members of the Council and to the public as shown by the copy 
thereof posted in the Minden City Hall, Outside the Minden City Hall, First Bank & Trust Co., Minden Exchange Bank & Trust Co., and 
the Post Office.  A copy of the notice is on file in the office of the City Clerk. 
 
Council President Yant called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The following City Council members were present: Jarvis Kring, Teresa 
Sumstine, Jack Yant and Alyssa Schneider. The following City Officials were present: City Attorney Andrew Olson, City Administrator 
Michael Krings and City Clerk Abbey Jordan. Absent: Mayor, Larry Evans. 
 
All proceedings hereinafter were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public. 
 
After roll was called, Yant led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Then Yant made the following statement: 

 
“Pursuant to the Open Meetings Act and Public Records Law Requirements a current copy of the Open Meetings Act is 
posted for public inspection on the east wall of the Council Chambers.  In addition, for public inspection, there is located on 
the table to the south of the chairs in the Council Chambers, a copy of the Council packet that was distributed to the members 
of the Council prior to this meeting. 
 
The council will take comments on an agenda item, not related to a public hearing, during the public forum only.  Please state 
your name and address prior to commenting.” 
 

Agenda Item #3, Council Announcements. Schnieder stated that the Touch-A-Truck event was a success on the square. 
 
Agenda item #4, The following items were listed under the agenda item “consent agenda” for this meeting:  

a. Consider Approval of Minutes of Previous City Council Meetings 
b. Consider Approval of Bills & Claims for this Council Meeting excluding the Police Department 
c. Consider Acceptance of Excused Absence of Mayor or Council Member(s) 
d. Consider Reports that are Enclosed in the Council Packets for This Council Meeting 

 
Black Hills Energy--Utilities 48.22, Danko Emergency Equip. Co--Supplies 195.29, Dier,Osborn & Cox, P.C., L.L.O--Legal 750.00, 
Eakes Office Plus--Supplies 802.82, Emergency Medical Products--Supplies 746.40, Jims Ok Tire Minden Llc--Repairs 36.00, Johnson 
Service Company--Infrastructure Repair 3,357.50, Ke Co Treasurer--Fees 5,683.33, Landmark Implement Carquest--Repairs 35.69, 
Minden Exchange Bank & Trust C--Financing 6,050.40, Minden Utility Dept.--Utilities 3,826.48, Municipal Supply-Nebraska--Supplies 
69.63, Olsson Associates--Infrastructure Capital 27,239.67, Revenue Bond Payment Account--Fees 13,850.00, Syndicate Publishing, 
Llc--Printing 65.45, Verizon Wireless--Phone/Internet 708.49, Vessco Inc--Supplies 870.65, Village Cleaners Inc--Uniforms 137.03, 9-
22-23 Payroll $54,141.70. 
 
J. Kring motioned to approve the consent agenda and Schneider seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: J. Kring, Sumstine, 
Yant, and Schneider. Motion carried. 
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Agenda Item #5, Consider Approval of Police Department’s Bills & Claims for this Council Meeting. 
 
Schnieder motioned to approve the Police Department’s Bills & Claims for this Council Meeting and Sumstine seconded. On roll call, 
the following voted aye: Sumstine, Yant, and Schneider. Abstain: J. Kring. Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #6, Public Forum 
 
Becky Anderson, 836 S. Nebraska, asked the council reconsider or revote on the rezoning change to Lots 7-12, Block 35, McCool’s 
Addition believing the decision was made in haste, and was based on the current proposed use of the land and not the future potential 
of the zoning.  The planning and zoning commission’s recommendation wasn’t taken into consideration.  The P&Z’s vote was 7-1 on 
the rezoning with one in favor of the change.  Also, section 94-77 of the Minden Municipal Code doesn’t allow the property owners to 
have a storage building without a primary use. 
 
Joe Anderson, 836 S. Nebraska, stated almost all of the adjoining landowners would like to see the property remain residential.  They 
wish to enjoy their property as residential without a commercial property next to it with potential for increased traffic and vandalism. 
 
Bill Miller, owner of 744 S. Nebraska and 228 E. St. Clair, had a couple of concerns.  He believed the council meeting wasn’t ran 
correctly by the mayor.  Sumstine should have been relieved of her duties and sat in the crowd as it was a conflict of interest due to 
being the property’s former owner.  Sumstine sold it to Jandas knowing the state wouldn’t grant an easement for access off the 
highway.  The Jandas bought it without knowing that.  During the Planning and Zoning Commission meeting, the Jandas discovered 
that they couldn’t get access off the highway.  Also, the Planning and Zoning Committee didn’t receive City Code 94-57.  He 
recommended they get familiar with this code.  The Jandas needed to have a plan of attack and couldn’t just say they were going to put 
up a building because that’s what they said they were going to do.  Miller also stated he’d expected Yant to consult with him as he 
knew Miller owned several nearby properties and Miller owns the building Yant runs his business out of.  Yant should have consulted 
with Lisa and Bill on their opinion.  Miller requested the council reconsider the vote.  He looked at Schneider and stated, “I don’t think 
your grandparents would like building a in front of their picture window and I know my girls won’t.” 
 
Lisa Miller, owner of 744 S. Nebraska and 228 E. St. Clair, is not in favor of the change in zoning.  It is not right.  This was addressed 
six years ago.  There is no purpose for changing that area.  There doesn’t need to be a storage unit there.  It is not safe and there will 
be strangers coming and going.  You (council) have devalued our property.  If we ever want to sell our property, who wants to look out 
at a storage building?  That is ridiculous.  No need for it.  Other people in our community have done work.  You keep increasing our 
taxes, but then you want to put that next to us.  It is not right.  Teresa, we went through this six years ago.  Conflict of interest.  I don’t 
think you were honest when you sold it to Jandas. 
 
Olson reminded the council they cannot address the audience. 
 
L. Miller reiterated the Jandas didn’t know the property was up for rezoning six years ago.  L. Miller feels like Sumstine has pushed the 
issue through due to her position.  It is not right.  Does anyone take a hard look at the City when driving into town?  There are metal 
buildings all over.  We need to keep Minden looking nice and not be adding more buildings.  Let’s keep it a home.  And all of you, 
would you want someone to put up a metal building next to your house?  In all honesty, think about it, and devalue your property.  
Cause that’s what you’re doing.  It needs to be reconsidered.  It is wrong. 
 
B. Miller stated he has children and grandchildren in Lincoln, NE.  He stated that if you drive on Highway 6 & 34, we have the worst 
parts.  There are junk cars on all sides of town.  You need to start cleaning up these properties. 
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No action taken. 
 
Agenda Item #7, Consider Approval of a Resolution Removing Section 5.08 Employee Assistance Plan from the City of Minden 
Personnel Manual.  
 
Jordan stated that every year the employee insurance is reviewed and that the current cost through September was $34 per month. 
This was going to be increased to $416 per month to maintain this benefit. The other option required a 50 employee minimum, which 
the City does not have. Schneider asked how long this has been part of the City. Jordan stated that it has been at least 13 years. M. 
Krings asked how often it is used. Jordan stated that she is not sure it is even used monthly.  
 

RESOLUTION NO. 1785 
 
 Whereas, the City of Minden recognizes the importance of a Drug and Alcohol Free Workplace and, 
 
 Whereas, the City Council of the City of Minden is desirous of making certain changes to section 5 
Drug/Alcohol Free Workplace as the Employee Assistance Plan is no longer fiscally responsible; 
 
 Now Therefore Be It Resolved, by the City Council of the City of Minden, Kearney County, Nebraska, that 
Section 5.08 Employee Assistance Plan of the City of Minden Personnel Manual be deleted. 
 
Dated this 2nd day of October, 2023. 
 
           
       Larry Evans, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
    
Abbey Jordan, City Clerk 

 
Sumstine motioned to approve Resolution 1785 Removing Section 5.08 Employee Assistance Plan from the City of Minden Personnel 
Manual. Schneider seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Sumstine, Yant, and Schneider. Abstain: J. Kring. Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #8, Consider Approval of Selling/Vending per Minden Municipal Code Sec. 58-1 on Friday, November 17, 2023 from 
4:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. on the Inside of the Downtown Square: 400 block of N Colorado northbound, 400 block of N Minden southbound, 
300 block of E 4th St westbound, and 300 block of E 5th St eastbound; and the 300 block of E 5th St westbound along the island only.  
 
Jordan stated that this is for Ladies Night Out and that our City Code requires approval anytime there are vendors on a City Street.  
 
J. Kring motioned to approve Selling/Vending per Minden Municipal Code Sec. 58-1 on Friday, November 17, 2023 from 4:00 p.m. – 
9:00 p.m. on the Inside of the Downtown Square, and Schneider seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: J. Kring, Sumstine, 
Yant, and Schneider. Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #9, Adjournment 
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Schneider motioned to adjourn at 6:16 pm and Sumstine seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: J. Kring, Sumstine, Yant, and 
Schneider. Motion carried. 
      
           
       Larry Evans, Mayor 
Attest: 
 

 
    
Abbey Jordan, City Clerk 
 
(SEAL) 
 


