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Minutes of Council Meeting 
City of Minden, Nebraska 
March 4, 2024 
 
The City Council of the City of Minden, Nebraska, met on this day at 6:00 p.m. in regular session in the Council Chambers, pursuant to 
advance notice of said meeting simultaneously transmitted to all members of the Council and to the public as shown by the copy 
thereof posted in the Minden City Hall, Outside the Minden City Hall, First Bank & Trust Co., Minden Exchange Bank & Trust Co., and 
the Post Office.  A copy of the notice is on file in the office of the City Clerk. 
 
Mayor Evans called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The following City Council members were present: Jarvis Kring, Teresa Sumstine, 
Jack Yant, and Alyssa Schneider. The following City Officials were present: City Attorney Andrew Olson, Mayor Larry Evans and City 
Administrator Michael Krings. Absent: City Clerk Abbey Jordan.   
 
All proceedings hereinafter were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public. 
 
After roll was called, Mayor Evans led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Then Evans made the following statement: 

 
“Pursuant to the Open Meetings Act and Public Records Law Requirements a current copy of the Open Meetings Act is 
posted for public inspection on the east wall of the Council Chambers.  In addition, for public inspection, there is located on 
the table to the south of the chairs in the Council Chambers, a copy of the Council packet that was distributed to the members 
of the Council prior to this meeting. 
 
The council will take comments on an agenda item, not related to a public hearing, during the public forum only.  Please state 
your name and address prior to commenting.” 
 

Agenda Item #3, Public Forum.  Cade Craig, 340 N. Willow, spoke in regards to the proposed ordinance allowing golf carts.  Craig 
serves on the Country Club board and members would like to be able to gas up their golf carts and utilize the carwash.  The proposal 
would be helpful to allow golfers to do this safely and within the law. 
 
Agenda item #4, Council Announcements.  Evans commended the city attorney for handling the ordinance amendment at a previous 
meeting.  Evans introduced Melanie Buehler as the Chamber of Commerce president. 
 
Agenda Item #5, The following items were listed under the agenda item “consent agenda” for this meeting:  

a. Consider Approval of Minutes of Previous City Council Meetings 

b. Consider Approval of Bills & Claims for this Council Meeting excluding the Police Department 

c. Consider Acceptance of Excused Absence of Mayor or Council Member(s) 

d. Consider Reports that are Enclosed in the Council Packets for This Council Meeting 

Atlas Automation Llc--Infrastructure Repair $2,463.55, B. Norgaard--Maintenance $30.00, Black Hills Energy--Utilities $806.99, 
Business World Products--Supplies $115.86, City Of Hastings--Fees $258.43, Consolidated Management Co--Training $219.65, 
Construction Rental, Inc.--Rental $1,013.35, Cornhusker Marriott--Training $224.00, Dana F Cole & Company, Llp--Fees $900.00, 
Danko Emergency Equip. Co--Supplies $206.98, Dier,Osborn & Cox, P.C., L.L.O--Legal $1,000.00, Dinkler Properties--Supplies 
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$140.00, Eakes Office Plus--Supplies $136.08, E. Vanhorn--Repairs $15.56, F. Rogers--Cleaning $430.00, Fyr-Tek, Inc.--Vehicle 
$13,910.65, Great Plains Communications--Phone/Internet $159.44, Hawkins Water Treatment--Chemical $1,766.70, Hydro Tech Inc.-
-Supplies $119.95, J. Yant--Supplies $1,060.60, Jims Ok Tire Minden Llc--Repairs $854.56, Johnson Service Company--Infrastructure 
Repair $21,926.70, J. Cline--Training $39.23, K&K Auto Repair Inc--Repairs $816.99, Ke Co Health Payment Cntr--Fees $1,345.00, Ke 
Co Treasurer--Fees $5,683.33, Landmark Implement Carquest--Supplies $157.02, Medicare--Fees $709.00, M. Krings--Training 
$143.95, Minden Exchange Bank & Trust C--Financing $6,050.40, Minden Lumber & Concrete Co.--Supplies $7.69, Minden Utility 
Dept.--Utilities $4,555.60, Napa Auto Parts--Repairs $38.78, Ne Dept Of Motor Vehicles--Fees $8.20, Ne Law Enforcement Training Ct-
-Training $175.00, Nebraska Planning And Zoning--Training $235.00, Nphe--Fees $123.00, Olsson Associates--Tech/Engineering  
$8,500.69, Overhead Door Co--Repairs $773.14, Revenue Bond Payment Account--Fees $13,850.00, Syndicate Publishing, Llc--Fees 
$66.09, United States Postal Service--Fees $320.00, Verizon Wireless--Phone/Internet $751.75, Village Cleaners Inc--Uniforms 
$162.74, 2-23-24 Payroll $59,019.32. 
 
Sumstine motioned to approve the consent agenda with the corrections to the minutes and J. Kring seconded. On roll call, the following 
voted aye: J. Kring, Sumstine, and Schneider. Abstain: Yant.  Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #6, Consider Approval of Police Department’s Bills & Claims for this Council Meeting. 
 
Yant motioned to approve the Police Department’s Bills & Claims for this Council Meeting and Sumstine seconded. On roll call, the 
following voted aye: Yant, Sumstine, and Schneider. Abstain: J. Kring.  Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #7, Consider Approval of Ordinance Amending Sections 30-28 and 30-30; as the Same Relates to Nuisances 
of the Minden Municipal Code, Second Reading. 
 
M. Kring stated the amendment from the previous meeting is in blue on the proposed ordinance.  

 
Schneider introduced Ordinance No. 1288 for its second reading: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 1288 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 30, ARTICLE II, OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF MINDEN, KEARNEY 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA, BY AMENDING SECTIONS 30-28 AND 30-30, AS THE SAME RELATES TO NUISANCES WITHIN THE CITY 
OF MINDEN, KEARNEY COUNTY, NEBRASKA; AND PROVIDING FOR THE PUBLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET 
FORM. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MINDEN, KEARNEY COUNTY, NEBRASKA. 
 
Section 1.   That Section 30-28 be amended in the Municipal Code of the City of Minden, Kearney County, Nebraska, to read as 
follows: 
 

Section 30-28. – Specifically defined. 
 
The maintaining, using, placing, depositing, leaving or permitting of any of the following specific acts, omissions, places, 
conditions and things are hereby declared to be nuisances: 
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(1) Any odorous, putrid, unsound or unwholesome grain, meat, hides, skins, feathers, vegetable matter, or the whole or 
any part of any dead animal, fish or fowl. 
(2) Privies, vaults, cesspools, dumps, pits or like places which are not securely protected from flies or rats, or which are 
foul or malodorous. 
(3) Filthy, littered or trash-covered cellars, houseyards, barnyards, stableyards, factory-yards, mill yards, vacant areas in 
rear of stores, granaries, vacant lots, houses, buildings or premises. 
(4) Animal manure in any quantity which is not securely protected from flies and the elements, or which is kept or 
handled in violation of any ordinance of the municipality. 
(5) Liquid household waste, human excreta, garbage, butcher's trimmings and offal, parts of fish or any waste vegetable 
or animal matter in any quantity; provided nothing contained in this subsection shall prevent the temporary retention of waste 
in receptacles in a manner provided by the health officer of the municipality, nor the dumping of nonpurifying waste in a place 
and manner approved by the health officer. 
(6) Tin cans, bottles, glass, cans, ashes, paper, rags, wood, small pieces of scrap iron, wire metal articles, bric-a-brac, 
building rubble, broken stone or cement, brick, broken crockery, broken glass, broken plaster and all trash, rubbish or 
abandoned material, unless the same be kept in covered bins or galvanized iron receptacles, and any other waste materials 
when any of such articles or materials create a condition in which flies or rats may breed or multiply, which may be a fire 
danger or which are so unsightly as to depreciate property values in the vicinity thereof. 
(7) The owner or occupant of any lot or piece of ground within the municipality shall keep the lot or piece of ground and 
the adjoining street and alleys free of any growth of 9 inches or more in height of weeds, grasses or worthless vegetation. 
(8) Any unsightly building, billboard or other structure, or any old, abandoned or partially destroyed building or structure, 
or any building or structures commenced and left unfinished, or lumber not neatly piled, which buildings, billboards or other 
structures are either a fire hazard, a menace to the public health or safety, or are so unsightly as to depreciate the value of 
property in the vicinity thereof. 
(9) All places used or maintained as junkyards, dumping grounds, or for the wrecking and dissembling of automobiles, 
trucks, tractors, or machinery of any kind; for the storing or leaving of worn-out, wrecked or abandoned automobiles, trucks, 
tractors or machinery of any kind, or of any of the parts thereof; for the storing or leaving of any machinery or equipment used 
by contractors or builders or by other persons, and any machine, vehicle, or parts of a machine or vehicle which have lost their 
identity, character, utility or serviceability as such through deterioration, dismantling, or the ravages of time, are inoperative or 
unable to perform their intended functions, are castoff, discarded or thrown away or left as waste, wreckage or junk; which 
places are kept or maintained so as to essentially interfere with the comfortable enjoyment of life or property by others, or 
which are so unsightly as to tend to depreciate property values in the vicinity thereof. 
(10)  Any and all lots or pieces of ground within the municipality shall be drained or filled so as to prevent stagnant water 
or any other nuisance accumulating thereon. 
(11)  Stockyards, granaries, mills, pig pens, cattle pens, chicken pens or any other place, building or enclosure in which 
animals or fowls of any kind are confined or on which are stored tankage or any other animal or vegetable matter or on which 
any animal or vegetable matter including grain is being processed, when such places in which the animals are confined or the 
premises on which the vegetable or animal matter is located are maintained and kept in such a manner that foul and noxious 
odors are permitted to emanate therefrom to the annoyance of inhabitants of the municipality, or are maintained and kept in 
such a manner as to be injurious to the public health. 
(12)  All other nuisances specifically designated elsewhere in this Code. 

 
 Source: Code 1982, § 2-302; Ord. No. 944, § 2, 6-1-92; Ord No. 17XX, XX-XX-20XX 
 
Section 2.   That Section 30-30 be amended in the Municipal Code of the City of Minden, Kearney County, Nebraska, to read as 
follows: 
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Section 30-30. – Abatement Procedure. 

 
It shall be the duty of every owner, occupant, lessee or mortgagee of real estate in the municipality to keep such real estate free of 
public nuisances. Upon determination by the Development Services Director, the chief of police or the fire chief that the owner, 
occupant, lessee or mortgagee has failed to keep such real estate free of public nuisances, the city shall thereupon cause notice to be 
served upon the owner, occupant, lessee, mortgagee or agent thereof, by personal service or by certified mail or by publication. Such 
notice shall describe the condition as found by the designated officer and state that such condition has been declared a public 
nuisance, and that the condition has been declared a public nuisance, and that the condition must be remedied within 5 days of receipt 
of the notice or date of publication, whichever is later. Within 5 days after the receipt of such notice, if the owner, occupant, lessee or 
mortgagee of the real estate does not request a hearing or fails to comply with the order to abate and remove the nuisance, the 
municipality shall have such work done and may levy and assess the costs and expenses of the work upon the real estate so 
benefitted in the same manner as other special taxes for improvements are levied and assessed. The municipality may also direct the 
law enforcement officers of the municipality to issue a citation to the owner, occupant, lessee or mortgagee charging them with a 
violation of the nuisance ordinances of the city. 
 
Within five days after receipt of such notice, the owner, occupant, lessee or mortgagee of real estate may request a hearing with the 
city to appeal the decision to abate or remove a nuisance by filing a written appeal with the office of the City Clerk.  A hearing on the 
appeal shall be held within 14 days after the filing of the appeal and shall be conducted by a committee appointed by the Mayor and 
approved by the City Council.  The committee will be subject to the Nebraska Open Meetings Act.  The committee shall render a 
decision on the appeal within five business days after the conclusion of the hearing. 
 Source:   C.O. Ord. No. 944, § 4(2-303.01), 6-1-92; Ord. No. 1016, § 1, 7-1-96; Ord No. 17XX, XX-XX-20XX 
 
Section 3.  That any other ordinance or section passed and approved prior to the passage, approval and publication or posting of this 
ordinance and in conflict with its provisions is hereby repealed. 
 
Section 4.  This ordinance shall be known as Ordinance No. 1288 and shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage, 
approval and publication according to law. 
 
Yant seconded.  Sumstine asked about council involvement in the appeal process.  Olson clarified the authority is given to the 
committee in the ordinance.  On roll call, the following voted aye: J. Kring, Sumstine, Schneider and Yant.  Motion carried. 
 
Yant motioned to waive the third reading of Ordinance No. 1288.  J. Kring seconded.  Sumstine wishes to be transparent to the public 
and have the third reading.  M. Krings plans to do public education on any changes that affect citizens.  On roll call, the following voted 
aye: J. Kring and Yant.  Voting Nay: Sumstine and Schneider.  Motion failed. 
 
Agenda Item #8, Consider Approval of Ordinance Amending Chapter 14 by Adding Article XIII and Sections 14-340 through 
14-346; as the Same Relates to Registration of Vacant Property to the Minden Municipal Code, Third Reading.  
 
Schneider introduced Ordinance No. 1289 for its third reading: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 1289 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO ADD ARTICLE XIII, SECTIONS 14-340 THROUGH 14-346 REGARDING THE REGISTRATION OF 
VACANT PROPERTY TO CHAPTER 14 OF THE MINDEN MUNICIPAL CODE; TO REPEAL ALL OTHER ORDINANCES OR 
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PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; TO PROVIDE FOR THE SEVERABILITY OF ALL PARTS HEREOF; 
TO ORDER THE PUBLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET FORM; AND TO DESIGNATE THE TIME 
DESCRIBED WHEN THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE IN EFFECT.  
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MINDEN, NEBRASKA:  
 
Section 1.  That Chapter 14 of the Municipal Code if Minden, Nebraska, be amended to add the following:  
 

ARTICLE XIII. - VACANT PROPERTY REGISTRATION  
 

SECTION 14-340. – Purpose.   
 
The City of Minden finds and declares that:  

1. Vacant properties have the potential to create a host of problems for Nebraska communities, including a 
propensity to foster criminal activity, create public health problems, and otherwise diminish quality of life.  

2. Vacant properties have the potential to reduce the value of area properties, increase the risk of property 
damage through arson and vandalism, and discourage neighborhood stability; Vacant properties represent 
unrealized economic growth in Nebraska communi ties: 

3. A vacant property registration ordinance allows a municipality to discourage property vacancy, maintain 
unoccupied buildings, provide a data base of vacant properties and their owners, and assess fees for the 
increased public costs associated with vacant properties. 

4. Fees imposed under a vacant property registration ordinance have the potential to benefit the owners of 
vacant properties by helping to finance additional government services to protect the value and security of 
such properties and 

5. Enactment of this vacant property registration ordinance is a proper exercise of governmental authority to 
protect the public health, safety, and welfare of community residents and a valid regulatory scheme.  

6. The City of Minden is given the power and authority pursuant to Nebraska Revised Statute 18 -1720 to 
define, regulate, suppress, and prevent such nuisances.  

 
SECTION 14-341. – Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in 
this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:   

A. Evidence of vacancy means any condition or circumstance that on its own or in combination with other 
conditions or circumstances would lead a reasonable person to believe that a residential or commercial 
building is vacant. Such conditions or circumstance may include but are  not limited to: 

i. Lack of active utility service accounts;  
ii. Overgrown or dead vegetation including grass, shrubbery, and other plantings;  
iii. An accumulation of abandoned personal property, trash, or other waste;  
iv. Visible deterioration or lack of maintenance of any building or structure on the property.  
v. Graffiti or other defacement of any building or structure on the property;  
vi. Any other condition or circumstance reasonably indicating that the property is not 

occupied for residential purposes or being used for the operation of a lawful business.  
B. Owner means the person or persons shown to be the owner or owners of record in the records of the 

County Register of Deeds. 
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C. Residential building means a housing structure or other framework, together with such land on which a 
dwelling or apartment buildings are located that is used or intended to support occupancy of one or more 
persons for non-business purposes.  This included but is not limited to the following:  a house, 
condominium, a townhouse, an apartment unit or building or a trailer house.  

D. Commercial building means any building with more than fifty (50%) percent of the floor space used for 
commercial activity. For the purposes of this section, floor space shall be designated as the area on the 
main or street level of the building.  For purpose of this section,  commercial activity means having the 
objective of supplying commodities (goods and services), industrial uses, industrial manufacturing and 
ancillary business functions.  

E. Vacant means that a residential or commercial building exhibits evidence of vacancy for 180 days or 
longer. 

 
SECTION 14-342. – Vacant Building Registration. 
 

1. The City shall create a vacant property registration database, and the Development Services Director is 
designated as the program administrator.  The program administrator may utilize additional City 
employees as may be necessary to administer the program.   

2. The owner of a vacant building shall register the building with the Development Services Director (within 
thirty calendar days (30) of written notice) if the property has been vacant for one hundred eighty (180) 
days or longer.  A vacant property registrat ion form shall be provided by the city and the following 
information shall be required: 

a. The name, street address, mailing address, telephone number and email address of the property 
owner and his or her agent; 

b. The street address and parcel identification number of the vacant property;  
c. The transfer date of the instrument conveying the property to the owner;  
d. The date on which the property became vacant; and 
e. A plan for occupancy of the property.  

3. The owner shall notify the city of any changes in information supplied as part of the vacant building 
registration within thirty (30) days of the change.  Removal of the property from the vacant property 
registration database shall occur when the property is no longer vacant.  

4. If the owner of the vacant property does not reside in the City of Minden or Kearney County for at least 
one hundred eighty (180) days in a calendar year, then the owner must provide information for a resident 
agent with authority to act with respect to the property, including the name, current mailing address, phone 
number, and any other contact information of the owner’s agent.  Any subsequent owner of a vacant 
property must register or re-register the building with the City within thirty (30) calendar days of any 
transfer of any ownership interest in the vacant property.  The new owner shall comply with the approved 
plan and timetable submitted by the previous owner until any proposed changes are submitted by the new 
owner and meet the approval of the City.  

5. An owner who acquires a vacant property for which a registration fee has already been paid for a 
particular period is not liable for any additional registration fee for that period; however, the new owner 
must register the change of ownership with the City .  

 
SECTION 14-343. – Vacant Building Fees. 
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1. Residential Property:  There is no fee for initial registration of vacant residential property.  However, if the 
owner fails to remedy the vacant property and successfully have it removed from the vacant property 
registration list within 180 days from the initial registration date, or within 180 days from the initial 
registration date deadline if the owner fails to register the property, then the owner of vacant residential 
property shall be assessed a fee of $250, payable to the City of Minden.  In additio n, a supplemental fee of 
$500 will be assessed to the owner of the vacant property for every 180 -day period thereafter, until the 
vacant property is removed from the registration list.  

2. Commercial Property:  There is no fee for the initial registration of vacant commercial property.  However, 
if the owner fails to remedy the vacant property and successfully have it removed from the vacant property 
registration list within 180 days from the initial registration date , or within 180 days from the initial 
registration date deadline if the owner fails to register the property, then the owner of the vacant 
commercial property shall be assessed a fee of $500, payable to the City of Minden.  In ad dition, a 
supplemental fee of $1,000 will be assessed to the owner of the vacant property for every 180 -day period 
thereafter, until the vacant property is removed from the registration list.  

3. Registration fees may be refundable for the year preceding the date on which the property is  no longer 
vacant.  Unpaid registration fees shall become a lien on the premises, as well as a liability of the 
responsible party.  Additionally, the City attorney may institute appropriate action against the owner for the 
recovery of such costs.  

 
SECTION 14-344. – Inspections. 

 
The Development Services Director or his or her designee may inspect the interior and exterior of the vacant 
property upon registration and at one-year intervals thereafter for so long as the property remains on the vacant 
property registration database.  A report will be provided to the owner noting code deficiencies, if any.  The owner 
will be required to make necessary repairs based upon a reasonable timetable to allow the property  to become 
occupied.  Follow-up inspections will be made by the Development Services Direct or his or her designed to ensure 
that repairs have been timely completed.  
 
SECTION 14-345. – Exemptions. 

 
The following vacant properties shall be exempt from registration and fee requirements:  

1. A vacant property that is advertised in good faith for sale or lease shall be exempt from registration 
and fee requirements.  Any building advertised for sale at a price not exceeding one hundred and 
twenty-five (125) percent of the assessed valuation as documented by the Kearney County Assessor’s 
office shall be deemed to be advertised in good faith for sale.  Any building advertised for lease at an 
amount of rent comparable to other comparable buildings shall be deemed to be advertised in good 
faith for lease.  The burden of proving this exemption shall be on the owner and the standard of proof 
shall be by clear and convincing evidence.  

2. A vacant property under construction or renovation pursuant to a validly issued building permit or plan 
of renovation submitted to and approved by the program administrator;  

3. A vacant property which is subject to ongoing divorce, probate, or estate proceedings;  
4. A vacant property which is owned by the federal government, the State of Nebraska, or any political 

subdivision thereof.  
5. Only considered to be a season resident and property is following current building code/property 

maintenance code.  



 

 

3-04-2024 City Council Minutes   Page 8 

 

 

 

6. Where the Owner is temporarily absent, but who has demonstrated his or her intent to return and 
property is in compliance with current building code/property maintenance code.  

7. Such exemptions may be granted upon the affirmative vote of the City Council for a period up to, but 
not exceeding one (1) year. 

 
SECTION 14-346. – Due Process. 

 
Upon receiving notice declaring that a building is vacant or remains vacant, the owner of the building may appeal 
such decision within twenty (20) calendar days of receipt of the notice.  Such an appeal shall be in writing to the 
Development Services Director.  Such appeal shall request a hearing before the City Council to present reasons 
why the building should not be declared vacant.  The Mayor shall set such a hearing within twenty (20) business 
days from the date of receipt of the written request.  
 
A written notice of the City Council decision following the hearing shall be sent to the property owner by certified 
mail or shall be provided at the conclusion of the hearing.  If the City Council rejects the appeal, the owner shall 
have thirty (30) calendar days from the decision to register the vacant building; provided, the property owner may 
appeal such decision, within thirty (30) calendar days of the City Council decision, to the appropriate court for 
adjudication during which proceedings the decision of the City council shall be stayed.  

 
 Source: Ord No. 1289, 03-04-2024 
 
Section 2.   That any other ordinance or section passed and approved prior to the passage, approval and publication or 
posting of this ordinance and in conflict with its provisions is hereby repealed.  
 
Section 3.  This ordinance shall be known as Ordinance No. 1289 and shall be in full force and effect from and after its 
passage, approval and publication according to law.  
 
       /s/ Larry Evans 
       Larry Evans, Mayor 
Attest: 
 
/s/ Abbey Jordan 
Abbey Jordan, City Clerk 
(SEAL) 
 
Yant seconded.  M. Kring stated this would be the third and final reading if it passes.  On roll call, the following voted aye: Schneider, 
Yant and Evans.  Voting nay: J. Kring and Sumstine.  Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #9, Consider Approval of Ordinance Amending Section 82-2 and Adding Section 82-11; as the Same Relates to Traffic 
and Vehicles to the Minden Municipal Code, First Reading. 
 
Yant introduced Ordinance No. 1290 for its first reading: 
 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 1290 
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AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 82, ARTICLE I, OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF MINDEN, KEARNEY 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA, BY AMENDING SECTION 82-2 AND ADDING SECTION 82-11, AS THE SAME RELATES TO 
TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES WITHIN THE CITY OF MINDEN, KEARNEY COUNTY, NEBRASKA; AND PROVIDING FOR THE 
PUBLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET FORM. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MINDEN, KEARNEY COUNTY, NEBRASKA.  
 
Section 1.   That Section 82-2 be amended in the Municipal Code of the City of Minden, Kearney County, Nebraska, to read 
as follows: 
 

Sec. 82-2. - Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this 
section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  
 
Congested district means that part of the city between and including Third Street and Sixth Street between and 
including Kearney Avenue and Nebraska Avenue.  
 
Golf Car Vehicle (“Golf Car”) means a vehicle that has at least four wheels, has a maximum level ground speed of 
less than twenty miles per hour, has a maximum payload capacity of one thousand two hundred pounds, has a 
maximum gross vehicle weight of two thousand five hundred pounds, has a maximum passenger capacity of not 
more than four persons, and is designed and manufactured for operation on a golf course for sporting and 
recreational purposes. 
 
Motor vehicle shall mean every self-propelled land vehicle, not operated upon rails, except mopeds, self -propelled 
chairs used by persons who are disabled, and electric personal assistive mobility devices.  
 
Road means a public way for the purposes of vehicular travel, including the entire area within the right -of-way. 
 
Street means a public way for the purposes of vehicular travel in the City of Minden and includes the entire area 
within the right-of-way. 
 
Trucks means any vehicle designed to carry passengers or cargo which has two axles or greater and has a minimum 
of six wheels attached to the axles. 
 
Trailers means any vehicle or wagon designed to be hauled or pulled by another motorized vehicle or draft animal 
and designed for carrying people, property, goods or material of any kind.  

 
(Code 1982, § 5-111; Ord. No. 1132, 4-2-07) 

 
Section 2.   That Section 82-11 be added to the Municipal Code of the City of Minden, Kearney County, Nebraska, to read 
as follows: 
 

Section 82-11. – Golf Cars 
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(a) Golf Car Vehicles are authorized on roads within a specific defined area, hereinafter defined and referenced as “Golf Car 

Route”.  The Golf Car Route is defined as Colorado Avenue from 16th Street to 13th Street; 13th Street from Colorado 
Avenue to Tower Avenue; Tower Avenue from 13th Street to 10th Street, 10th Street from Tower Avenue to Brown Avenue 
/ Highway 10, and 11th Street from Tower Avenue to Brown Avenue / Highway 10. 

(b) All Golf Cars, as defined in Neb. Rev. Stats. §60-116.1, are only to be driven and/or operated on the above named Golf 
Car Route roads: 

i. Between sunrise and sunset 
ii. On Roads with a posted speed limit of thirty-five miles per hour or less.  When operating a Golf Car as authorized 

under this section the operator shall not operate such vehicle at a speed in excess of twenty miles per hour. 
iii. A Golf Car shall not be operated at any time on any state or federal highway but may be operated upon such 

highway in order to cross a portion of the highway system which intersects a road as directed in subsection (d) of 
this section. 

(c) Any person operating a Golf Car as authorized under this section shall have a valid Class O operator's license, and the 
owner of the Golf Car shall have liability insurance coverage for the Golf Car. The person operating the Golf Car shall carry, 
on his/her/their person, a valid operator’s license and shall provide that license to any peace officer so requesting proof 
thereof. The person operating the Golf Car shall provide proof of liability insurance coverage to any peace officer requesting 
such proof within five days after such a request. The liability insurance coverage shall be subject to limits, exclusive of 
interest and costs, as follows: Twenty-five thousand dollars because of bodily injury to or death of one person in any one 
accident and, subject to such limit for one person, fifty thousand dollars because of bodily injury to or death of two or more 
persons in any one accident, and twenty-five thousand dollars because of injury to or destruction of property of others in 
any one accident. 

(d) The crossing of a highway shall be permitted by a Golf Car only if: 
i. The crossing is made at an angle of approximately ninety degrees to the direction of the highway and at a place 

where no obstruction prevents a quick and safe crossing;  
ii. The Golf Car is brought to a complete stop before crossing the shoulder or roadway of the highway;  
iii. The operator yields the right-of-way to all oncoming traffic that constitutes an immediate potential hazard; and  
iv. In crossing a divided highway, the crossing is made only at an intersection of such highway with a street or road, 

as applicable. 
(e) All portions of this ordinance are subject to the applicable statutes, rules and regulations of all public roads and/or roadways 

including entire areas within a public right-of-way. 
(f) Golf Cars not in drivable condition or not having a valid Class O licensed driver may be towed, at the owner’s expense, at 

the police officer’s and/or Sheriff Deputy’s discretion. 
 
 
 Source:   C.O. Ord. No. 12XX, __-__-__24, § 60-6,381 
 
Section 3.  That any other ordinance or section passed and approved prior to the passage, approval and publication or 
posting of this ordinance and in conflict with its provisions is hereby repealed.  
 
Section 4.  This ordinance shall be known as Ordinance No. 1290 and shall be in full force and effect from and after its 
passage, approval and publication according to law.  
 
Sumstine seconded.  M. Krings stated the changes to this section of the code.  M. Krings utilized the language the City of 
Omaha has for golf carts on city streets.  J. Kring stated there have been several accidents at the intersection of 13 th 
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Street and Highway 10.  The intersection is congested with lots of traffic turning into the restaurants.  J. Kring doesn’t wa nt 
to sacrifice safety for convenience.  Schneider asked who proposed the route of 13 th Street versus 12 th Street?  M. Krings 
stated he proposed the route.  Yant asked why this ordinance is being proposed as golf carts have been driven on city 
streets before?  Craig answered that yes it has been done before, but it should be done legally.  Yant wishes to have any 
ordinance enforced as the current no parking area around the country club isn’t being enforced.  
 
On roll call, the following voted aye: Yant.  Voting nay: J. Kring and Sumstine, and Schneider.  Motion failed. 
 
Agenda Item #10, Public Hearing, Condemnation Hearing for the Property located at the NE corner of 5th Street and Minden Ave or 
more Particularly Described as the South ½ of Lot 3, Block 21, Original Town, Minden, Kearney County, Nebraska. 
 
Olson opened the public hearing at 6:30 p.m.  Kevin Krull, 418 Country Club Drive, spoke in favor of the condemnation.  Being an 
adjacent property owner, he would like to see the back of the building closed up to keep animals out.  No one else spoke in favor of the 
condemnation. 
 
Kathi Carver, 136 N. Hillcrest, spoke against the condemnation.  Carver owns the property and was unaware of the condition of the 
building.  Carver will need time to arrange for repairs to be completed.  Carver is against the condemnation and has an attorney on 
retainer.  Carver wishes to get it resolved.  No one else spoke against the condemnation. 
 
The hearing was closed at 6:33 p.m.  No action taken. 
 
Agenda Item #11, Consider Issuance of Order of Condemnation for the Property located at the NE corner of 5th Street and Minden 
Ave or more Particularly Described as the South ½ of Lot 3, Block 21, Original Town, Minden, Kearney County, Nebraska. 
 
M. Krings said the building is not weather tight or rodent proof, which is the concern.  M. Krings recommended a 6-month time frame for 
the repairs.  The intention is to get the building into a safe situation.  Schneider wishes to have monthly updates.  Yant suggested 30 
days to get a plan put together.  Carver stated a previous water line issue has caused the current problem.   
 
Yant motioned to have Carver provide a plan for the necessary repairs before April 1, 2024 to City staff.  Sumstine seconded.   On roll 
call, the following voted aye: J. Kring, Sumstine, Yant, and Schneider.  Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #12, Consider Approval of Purchase of a 72” Hustler Mower from Kearney Powersports for $18,018.90. 
 
Schneider motioned to approve the Purchase of a 72” Hustler Mower from Kearney Powersports for $18,018.90. Yant seconded.  M. 
Krings stated the mower will be primarily around Minden West Estates II.   On roll call, the following voted aye: J. Kring, Sumstine, 
Yant, and Schneider.  Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #13, Consider Approval of the Restrictive Covenant for Lot 1, Block 14, Original Town of Minden, Nebraska Regarding 
the Income-Eligibility Guidelines and Housing and Rent Limitations of Grant 23TFR34009. 
 
Schneider motioned to approve the Restrictive Covenant for Lot 1, Block 14, Original Town of Minden, Nebraska Regarding the 
Income-Eligibility Guidelines and Housing and Rent Limitations of Grant 23TFR34009 and Yant seconded.  M. Krings stated this is an 
additional item needed for the Albers building project.  This document will restrict the property owner to following the grant guidelines 
even if the ownership changes.  On roll call, the following voted aye: J. Kring, Sumstine, Yant, and Schneider.  Motion carried. 
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Agenda Item #14, Consider Adjournment 
 
Schneider motioned to adjourn at 6:44 pm and Yant seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: J. Kring, Sumstine, Yant, and 
Schneider.  Motion carried. 
 
      
       /s/ Larry Evans 
       Larry Evans, Mayor 
Attest: 
 
/s/ Abbey Jordan 
Abbey Jordan, City Clerk 
(SEAL) 
 


