
 

 

7-7-2025 City Council Minutes   Page 1 

 

 

 

Minutes of Council Meeting 
City of Minden, Nebraska 
July 7, 2025 
 
The City Council of the City of Minden, Nebraska, met on this day at 6:00 p.m. in regular session in the Fire Hall, pursuant to advance 
notice of said meeting simultaneously transmitted to all members of the Council and to the public as shown by the copy thereof posted 
in the Minden City Hall, Outside the Minden City Hall, First Bank & Trust Co., Minden Exchange Bank & Trust Co., and the Post Office. 
A copy of the notice is on file in the office of the City Clerk. 
 
Mayor Evans called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The following City Council members were present: David Bunger, Teresa Sumstine, 
Jack Yant, and Alyssa Schneider. The following City Officials were present: Mayor Larry Mayor Evans, City Attorney Andrew Olson, City 
Administrator Michael City Administrator Krings, and City Clerk Abbey Jordan. 
 
All proceedings hereinafter were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public. 
 
After roll was called, Mayor Evans led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Then Mayor Evans made the following statement: 

 
“Pursuant to the Open Meetings Act and Public Records Law Requirements a current copy of the Open Meetings Act is 
posted for public inspection on the east wall of the Council Chambers. In addition, for public inspection, there is located on the 
table to the south of the chairs in the Council Chambers, a copy of the Council packet that was distributed to the members of 
the Council prior to this meeting. 
 
The council will take comments on an agenda item, not related to a public hearing, during the public forum only. Please state 
your name and address prior to commenting.” 
 

Agenda Item #4, Council Announcements. The announcements were made before the public forum in anticipation of a lengthy public 
forum.  Bunger reminded everyone that the County Fair is coming up.  Evans thanked the following entities for their work and 
assistance with the fireworks show: Chamber of Commerce, Minden Police Department, Kearney County Sheriff's Department, Minden 
Fire Department, and the City Street Department.  It was also a fun night with the alumni baseball games.  Evans thanked Frank 
Kovacs for announcing. 
 
Agenda Item #3, Public Forum.  Nick Ridgeway, attorney for KAAPA Ethanol, 408 Global Drive, thanked the council for their 
consideration of the paving district ordinance and asks they vote accordingly.  Jim Duncan, 425 S 7th, Broken Bow, spoke on behalf of 
David and DeAnna Anderbery.  Duncan reiterated the Anderbery’s have voiced their concerns in the past and are not in favor of the 
paving district.  They question whether there is a city benefit to any other party besides KAAPA.  The Anderbery’s wanted to point out 
the statutes state the governing body may deny the paving district when the area has not been improved with water systems, sewer 
systems, and grading. 
 
Multiple citizens shared their concerns about the City’s water. 

• Cindy Reeves, 226 S. Hubbard, appreciates the opportunity to speak and share her on-going concerns.  She’s aware it is 

safe, yet she has installed an in-home filtration system.  There is a color disparity between her job’s location on the square 
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and her house.  The water issues have been seen across the city.  It is important for the progression of Minden to continue to 

work on this problem.  Reeves understands it will not be a quick nor easy process to rectify this. 

• Sam Hansen, 887 S. Nebraska, also knows it will not be an easy fix.  Hansen would like to see a 10-12 year plan to fix the 

water.  A larger water treatment facility would help along with facilitating growth.  The City possibly needs a new and better 

water source.  Hansen recommended replacing pipes and then new concrete on top of it. 

• Michael Kamler, 310 Yates, stated the water quality isn’t the City’s fault, but would like an explanation as to why it’s worse this 

year.  There has been a significant increase in iron.  An explanation of what is going on and the steps being taken would help 

the public.  The council’s job is to grow the community and if the infrastructure can’t handle it, what’s the plan?  There needs 

to be a plan to grow the city.  Job #1 needs to be getting the water fixed. 

• Shelia Luff, 137 N. Hull, the water has progressively gotten worse in the 15 years she’s lived in Minden.  Luff refuses to drink 

the Minden water and will not give it to her animals including her $2,000 parrot.  She buys water for herself and the animals to 

drink and cook with.  She’s witnessed pipes being flushed, but it’s not fixing the problem.  Luff is paying for the water that she 

can’t drink.  Residents are filling their pools and have to buy tons of chemicals to clean them up.  Luff would appreciate the 

problem being fixed and/or explanations provided. 

• Sarah Ryan, 141 N. Nebraska, stated the water looks like diarrhea.  Upon her first time seeing it, she called the City office and 

wasn’t pleased with the explanation received.  She did her research and found it is safe to drink.  The water is disgusting.  Her 

clothes get stained.  Her toilet gets stained.  The water is not in compliance of the residents’ wants.  Ryan wishes to have clear 

water to encourage people to come to Minden. 

• Adam Redinger, 439 N. Tower, loves Minden.  Has put up a pool and had to put in a lot of chemicals to get it clear.  Does not 

like having his dogs drinking this water.  Redinger is ashamed of the water. 

• Laurie Lee, 337 Ash, built a new house in 2018.  Has seen orange water off and on.  This year she has ruined 3 loads of 

laundry.  Lee does have a water filter in her house.  There is no way to predict when the loads will be ruined. 

Agenda item #5, CONSENT AGENDA 
a. Consider Approval of Minutes of Previous City Council Meetings 

b. Consider Approval of Bills & Claims for this Council Meeting 

c. Consider Acceptance of Excused Absence of Mayor or Council Member(s) 

d. Consider Reports that are Enclosed in the Council Packets for This Council Meeting 

e. Consider Approval of a Special Designated Liquor License for Legacy on the Bricks at the Kearney County Fairgrounds for the 

county fair on July 18 & 19, 2025 from 4:00 p.m. to 11:59 p.m. 

f. Insurance Determination on the Property Damage Claim submitted by Cam Binder 

7aa Investments--Supplies 36.86, A. Jordan--Training 240.02, Amazon Capital Services--Supplies 1029.40, Anderson Bros Electric, 
Plumbing & Heating, Inc--Repairs 554.14, Aussie Hydraulics, Llp--Repairs 283.69, B&D Diamond Pro--Supplies 545.00, B&R Stores, 
Inc--Supplies 379.62, Black Hills Gas Holdings, Llc--Utilities 59.30, B. Kring--Training 125.00, Capital One--Supplies/Training/Fees 
4187.50, Central Community College--Training 18.00, City Of Hastings--Fees 262.35, Civicplus, Llc--Fees 8223.26, Community Action 
Partnership Of Mid Nebraska--Fees 5000.00, Core & Main Lp--Supplies 3276.79, Cummins Central Power, Llc--Supplies 309.19, D. 
Vitito--Uniforms 613.58, Dier,Osborn & Cox, P.C., L.L.O--Legal 3746.00, Dier,Osborn & Cox, P.C., L.L.O--Legal 1000.00, Donkey 
Towing & Transfer Llc--Fees 215.00, Dutton-Lainson Company--Repairs 3126.96, Eakes Inc--Supplies 1329.23, E. Engelhardt--
Training 65.00, Fyr-Tek Inc.--Uniforms 3879.13, Grayson Tool, Inc--Supplies 172.55, Great Plains Communications--Phone/Internet 
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1079.42, Great Plains Communications--Phone/Internet 100.78, Hastings Outdoor Power--Supplies 170.00, Hawkins Water Treatment-
-Chemical 3711.93, Hd Supply Facilities Maintenance Ltd--Supplies 275.54, Integrated Security Solutions, Llc--Tech/Engineering 
240.00, J. Kevin Benson--Repairs 1400.00, J. L. Carter--Repairs 361.10, J. Schulz--Training 124.79, Jims Ok Tire Minden Llc--Repairs 
23.00, John Deere Financial--Supplies 411.23, K. Dorszynski--Training 65.00, Ke Co Treasurer--Fees 5858.33, Kearney County Ag 
Society--Fees 100.00, Kelly Supply Company--Supplies 411.14, Kt Diesel & Equipment--Repairs 458.79, Landmark Implement 
Carquest--Supplies 87.96, M. Kring--Training 125.00, Matheson Tri-Gas Inc--Supplies 157.13, Menards Of Kearney--Supplies 877.33, 
Mid Plains Heating & Air--Repairs 539.00, Minden Chamber Of Commerce--Economic Development 2300.00, Minden Development 
Corporation--Economic Development 25750.00, Minden Exchange Bank & Trust C--Financing 6050.40, Minden Lawn & Sprinkler--
Repairs 3000.00, Minden Utility Dept.--Utilities 5519.39, Municipal Supply-Nebraska--Supplies 2736.10, Napa Auto Parts--Supplies 
483.16, N. Lennemann--Training 65.00, Nch Corporation--Supplies 336.96, Ndee--Training 150.00, Nphe--Fees 16.00, Nppd O&M--
Maintenance 3074.68, Olsson Associates--Tech/Engineering 1768.00, One Billing Solutions, Llc--Fees 1988.39, P. Hatch--Training 
128.75, P. Jensen--Repairs 2301.70, Platte Valley Laboratories, Inc--Chemical 235.00, Pony Express Ford--Repairs 89.35, Presto X 
Co.--Maintenance 243.78, Quadient Leasing--Fees 801.78, Revenue Bond Payment Account--Fees 9050.00, Revenue Bond Payment 
Account--Fees 2050.00, Revenue Bond Payment Account--Fees 2550.00, R. Marshall--Refunds 125.00, Shane Schmidt Construction 
Inc--Repairs 1700.00, S. Birkestrand--Training 128.75, Sos Portable Toilets Inc--Rental 137.00, Southern Power District--Utilities 36.10, 
Southern Power District--Utilities 30.75, Syndicate Publishing, L.L.C.--Fees 177.68, T. Morey--Training 65.00, The Sherwin-Williams 
Company--Supplies 611.45, T. R. Beck--Supplies 19.00, T. Brown--Supplies 161.50, United Parcel Service, Inc--Fees 14.42, United 
States Post Office--Fees 639.51, Van Diest Supply Co--Chemical 5434.00, Verizon Wireless--Phone/Internet 872.44, Village Cleaners 
Inc--Uniforms 29.78, Westech--Fees 1400.00, Whites Auto Glass--Repairs 45.00, Winzer Franchise Company--Supplies 158.45, 
Witmer Public Safety Group--Supplies 158.22, Woodward Disposal--Fees 32.50, W. Binderup--Training & Supplies 935.19, 6-27-25 
Payroll $84,693.00. 
 
Schneider motioned to approve the consent agenda and Bunger seconded. Yant asked if the Chamber bucks were from Christmas 
time?  Krings confirmed.  Yant asked about the Civicplus invoice.  Jordan and Krings stated it is for the city’s code online hosted code 
and the printed code book updates.  Yant would like the City to look at the other code company he had found.  Yant also inquired about 
the fee for the wastewater exam?  Krings stated it was for a test to be taken.  On roll call, the following voted aye: Bunger, Sumstine, 
and Schneider.  Abstain: Yant.  Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #6, Consider Approval of an Ordinance creating Street Improvement District No. 2025-1, Third Reading. 
 
Sumstine introduced Ordinance No. 1303 for its third reading, 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 1303 
 

 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MINDEN, NEBRASKA, CREATING A CERTAIN STREET IMPROVEMENT 
DISTRICT WITHIN THE CITY OF MINDEN TO BE KNOWN AS STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 2025-1; DEFINING THE 
BOUNDARIES OF SAID DISTRICT AND THE PROPERTY CONTAINED THEREIN; AND, PROVIDING FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF 
IMPROVEMENTS THEREIN CONSISTING OF GRADING, AND CONSTRUCTION OF PORTLAND CEMENT PAVING OR ASPHALTIC 
PAVING, SUBGRADE PREPARATION, EXCAVATION, AND DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS, SEEDING AND SUCH OTHER 
IMPROVEMENTS, ACCESSORIES  AND APPURTENANCES AS MAY BE NECESSARY AND INCIDENTAL THERETO AND 
PROVIDING FOR THE PUBLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET FORM. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MINDEN, NEBRASKA AS FOLLOWS: 
 



 

 

7-7-2025 City Council Minutes   Page 4 

 

 

 

 Section 1.  The Mayor and City Council of the City of Minden, Kearney County, Nebraska, hereby find and determine that it is in 
the best interests of the City that all of the lots and lands which are immediately adjacent to and with front footage on the east ¼ 
mile of K Road between 25 Road and 26 Road, be improved as hereinafter described; and that it is in the best interests of the City of 
Minden to create a street improvement district for the construction of the said improvements. 
 
 Section 2.  There is hereby created within the City of Minden, Nebraska, a street improvement district to be known and designated 
as Street Improvement District No. 2025-1, which shall contain the following property: 
 

The East ¼ mile of K Road between 25 Road and 26 Road or more particularly described as: A tract of land 
being 66 feet wide, 33’ North and 33’ South of a line described as follows: Beginning at the Northeast corner 
of Section 24, Township 6 North, Range 16 West of the 6 th P.M. Kearney County, Nebraska; Thence Westerly 
on the North Line of the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (NE¼ NE¼) said of Section 24, 1,333.34’ 
to the west line of the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (NE¼ NE¼) said section 24.  
 

 Within Street Improvement District No. 2025-1, the City Council hereby finds and determines that it is in the best interests of the 
City that all of the lots and lands which are immediately adjacent to and with front footage on the east ¼ mile of K Road 
between 25 Road and 26 Road, shall be and is hereby ordered improved by construction of improvements therein consisting of grading, 
and construction of Portland Cement paving or asphaltic paving, subgrade preparation, excavation, and drainage improvements, seeding, 
and such other improvements, accessories  and appurtenances as may be necessary and incidental thereto. 
 
 Section 3.  All of said improvements shall be constructed to the established grades as fixed by ordinances of the City of Minden, 
and shall be constructed in accordance with plans and specifications to be prepared by the City’s Engineers and approved by the Mayor and 
City Council.  Said improvements shall be made and levied by special assessment on the parcels of land abutting on or adjacent to such 
streets or alleys specifically benefitted by such improvement district in proportion to such benefits. 
 
 Section 4.  Notice of the creation of said Street Improvement District No. 2025-1 shall be published in the Minden Courier, a legal 
newspaper of general circulation within the City of Minden, for two weeks after the publication of this Ordinance. 
 
 Section 5.  If any section, paragraph, clause, or provision of this Ordinance shall be held invalid, the invalidity of such section, 
paragraph, clause, or provision shall not affect any of the other provisions of this Ordinance. 
 
 Section 6.  This Ordinance shall be published and take effect as provided by law. 
 
 PASSED AND APPROVED this ____ day of _____________, 2025. 
 

      
 _____________________ 
 Larry Mayor Evans, Mayor 

 
ATTEST:  
        
____________________ 
Abbey Jordan, City Clerk 
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Bunger seconded.  Krings had no further information to add. 
 
Yant motioned to delay the vote until the first meeting in August to research the statute language not requiring the City to approve the 
improvement district without the other improvements being made.  Bunger seconded the motion.  Olson stated he has looked into this 
extensively and what Duncan said is not incorrect, but there is little to zero case law that delineates the existence of the utilities versus 
the city approving the district.  The statement in the statute is vague and would be clarified through a legal case or by the legislature 
adding language to the statute.  On roll call, the following voted aye: Yant.  Nay: Bunger, Sumstine, and Schneider.  Motion not 
approved. 
 
For roll call on the third reading of Ordinance No. 1303, the following voted aye: Bunger, Sumstine, and Schneider.  Nay: Yant.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Agenda Item #7, Public Hearing, Condemnation Hearing for the Property known as Uptown Grain located at the SW corner of 
Colorado Avenue and Highways 6/34 or more Particularly Described as A tract of land being described as the Northerly 110.0 feet of the 
Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company’s 300 foot wide Station Ground Property at Minden, Nebraska being 150.0 feet wide on each 
side of said railway company’s main track centerline as no located and constructed upon, over, and across the SW¼NW¼ and NW¼SW ¼  of 
Section 7, Township 6 North, Range 14 West of the Sixth Principal Meridian, Kearney County, Nebraska, lying between two lines drawn parallel with 
and distant respectively 40.0 feet and 150.0 feet Northerly of, as measured at right angles from said main track centerline.  Bounded on the West by 
a line drawn at right angles to said main track centerline distant 900.0 feet Westerly of the East Line of the SW¼NW¼ as measured along a line 
drawn parallel with and 150.0 feet Northerly of said Main track centerline.  Bounded on the East by the centerline of Colorado Avenue which is 
approximately 623 feet Westerly of the East line of said SW¼NW¼ as measured along a line drawn parallel with and 150.0 feet northerly of said 
main track centerline. 
 
Olson opened the public hearing at 6:37 pm asking for those opposed to speak.  Richard Schwenka is president of F&K Farms who 
owns Uptown Grain with Greg Jorgensen.  Schwenka met with Evans and Yant earlier in the year about the property.  A&L Leveling is 
supposed to be working on tearing down the office.  Weaver Construction will be tearing down the metal building.  Due to the economy, 
the demolition may not be completed this year.  Agrees it is an eyesore.  Doesn’t believe the buildings are unsafe for the public. 
 
No one spoke in favor of the condemnation.  The public hearing was closed at 6:40 p.m.  No action taken. 
 
Agenda Item #8, Consider Issuance of Order of Condemnation for the Property known as Uptown Grain located at the SW corner of 
Colorado Avenue and Highways 6/34 or more Particularly Described as A tract of land being described as the Northerly 110.0 feet of the 
Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company’s 300 foot wide Station Ground Property at Minden, Nebraska being 150.0 feet wide on each 
side of said railway company’s main track centerline as no located and constructed upon, over, and across the SW¼NW¼ and NW¼SW ¼  of 
Section 7, Township 6 North, Range 14 West of the Sixth Principal Meridian, Kearney County, Nebraska, lying between two lines drawn parallel with 
and distant respectively 40.0 feet and 150.0 feet Northerly of, as measured at right angles from said main track centerline.  Bounded on the West by 
a line drawn at right angles to said main track centerline distant 900.0 feet Westerly of the East Line of the SW¼NW¼ as measured along a line 
drawn parallel with and 150.0 feet Northerly of said Main track centerline.  Bounded on the East by the centerline of Colorado Avenue which is 
approximately 623 feet Westerly of the East line of said SW¼NW¼ as measured along a line drawn parallel with and 150.0 feet northerly of said 
main track centerline. 
 

No action was taken due to lack of a motion.  An order of condemnation was not issued. 
 
Agenda Item #9, Consider Approval of Midlands Contracting Proposal of $25,250 for one valve addition and two fire hydrant 
replacements. 
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Bunger motioned to approve the Midlands Contracting Proposal of $25,250 for one valve addition and two fire hydrant replacements.  
Sumstine seconded.  Krings stated the second fire hydrant replacement will actually be at Western and Brewster.  The City currently 
does not have a machine that will do a line stop.  A valve will be installed to allow the water to be turned off to the fire hydrant for future 
repairs to be made without turning off water to blocks for repairs. On roll call, the following voted aye: Bunger, Sumstine, Yant, and 
Schneider.  Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #10, Discussion and Statements on City’s Water Discoloration and Water Quality including Agenda Item Request by Kim 
Grotrian. 
 
Kim Grotrian, 834 E 5th Street, stated she had a great conversation with the mayor previously.  She’s simply asking for clear water and 
wants to hear the City’s plans to get that along with what is currently being done.  Grotrian shared photos of brown water in bathtubs, 
washers, and filters.  The splashpad is a great amenity, but the brown water may be deteriorating the parts of it.  Grotrian has worked 
in the City of Kearney’s utilities department for almost 20 years.  She conferred with several knowledgeable water superintendents.  
Can a maintenance program be developed to include valve exercising, hydrant flushing, and directional flushing to get rid of the iron 
that is already in the system?  Grotrian also mentioned ice pigging which cleans out the pipes that are full of iron and manganese.  
Also, should the City look into a different water source?  What is the plant’s capacity in gallons per day? What was the peak flow in the 
plant in June?  If the peak flow exceeds the designed capacity, then it’s time to add onto the plant. 
 
Grotrian did review the City’s studies online all indicate water problems starting in 2013.  In 2014, a 1% sales tax was implemented for 
water and streets.  Where is that money going? Grotrian acknowledges the problem will take money and time to fix.  The City of 
Kearney is available to help answer questions. 
 
Krings started by stating the water was already on the agenda prior to Grotrian’s request to discuss.  Minden is uniquely situated on a 
portion of the aquifer that is high in iron and manganese.  Holdrege, Franklin, and Hastings rarely test for iron and manganese as it is 
not an issue.  Kearney did not reply to the inquiry.  All 3 communities take the water directly out of the ground and it goes straight into 
homes.  They do not have a need for a treatment plant.  When they do test, they have .01 mg/l of iron and/or manganese of their water 
out of the ground.  Minden’s water has 2.2 mg/l of iron and/or manganese out of the ground.  Minden has less manganese, but it is 
smaller in diameter and therefore harder to filter out.  Iron is larger and easier to catch and filter out. 
 
The water comes out of the ground and is sent into the treatment plant.  The water is treated by potassium to coagulate the iron and 
manganese making it easier to remove the solids from the water.  It goes into a settling basin allows the solids to go to the bottom and 
the good water rolls off the top into the filter system.  There are several levels of media including gravel and is gravity fed into a 
clearwell.  The clearwell isn’t intended to be a settling basin, but it is.  Then when water is needed, water is pumped to the towers when 
levels are lowered.  The amount of time water spends in the water plant affects the quality of water provided.  If water is moving faster, 
then it’s harder for the iron and manganese to be separated out of the water.  When there’s a high demand, the water is in the plant a 
much shorter time and less iron and manganese is captured. 
 
In the winter months, the plant averages 400,000 gallons per day.  In the summer months, the water usage can jump to 1.2 million per 
day.  The plant’s capacity is 1.8 million gallons per day, but that’s if pumps are running constantly.  In past years the city typically only 
sees a handful of days where usage gets to 1.2 million a day, but this year that has been the daily usage since the beginning of April.  
Therefore, the daily water usage has increased on a regular basis. 
 
The City has worked with consultants.  The City is working with their engineering firm on a long-term plan to determine viable options.  
There are basically three potential solutions.  Option 1 is finding a better source of water.  Even if some of the water going into the plant 
is from a source with much less iron and manganese would help.  Option 2 is to add another water tower which would allow more water 
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storage during non-peak periods.  Then during peak water usage, the water from the additional tower could be utilized and not stress 
the water treatment plant as much.  The third option is to do an expansion or rebuild of the water treatment plant to increase the plant’s 
capacity to treat water.   
 
The City believes the increased brown water this year is due to the increased daily water demand.  The maintenance plan is flushing 
and possibly ice pigging.  Currently, one employee flushes fire hydrants in response to calls for brown water.  The highest daily 
demand has been 1.6 million gallons.  The sales tax increase is paying for a bond issued for the water lines replaced, plant 
improvements, and street improvements. 
 
Evans stated $3 million was spent on water improvements and ice pigging was included.  The City will be continuing discussions on a 
plan for improving the water.  Any improvements will cost money.  Yant agreed it will be a very expensive problem to fix.  However, it’s 
not just an in-Minden problem.  It is also happening at houses outside city limits as well.  Yant believes a new water treatment plant is 
in the near future. 
 
Agenda Item #11, Adjournment 
 
Yant motioned to adjourn at 7:10 p.m. and Schneider seconded. On roll call, the following voted aye: Bunger, Sumstine, Yant, and 
Schneider.  Meeting adjourned. 
 
 

________________________ 
Larry Mayor Evans, Mayor 

 
ATTEST:  
 
________________________ 
Abbey Jordan, City Clerk 
 
(SEAL) 


